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‘The PC-FX was a fifth-generation console released 
exclusively in Japan. In this work, we have a wider 
range of content and a deep dive exclusively into the 
console... | also recommend reading the work 
‘Introduction to Japanese Consoles,’ where I discuss 
the PC-FX too. It is worth mentioning that this work 
serves as a complement to the other cited. They are 
complementary, not exclusive. This work will be 
richly illustrated and easily accessible but a basic 
japanese knowledge are welcome for a better 
experience of the entire book. At the end of the 
book, you will find all the credits, references, and 
sources used for this book, as well as 
recommendations for reading and informative videos 
about the system. Enjoy this Japanese adventure! 


With Sony and Sega releasing their 32-bit CD consoles on the market, NEC wanted a 
piece of the action. The maker of the successful PC Engine teamed up with 3rd party 
software developer Hudson Soft of Japan to create a 32-bit CD based console capable of 
the highest quality FMV in any home video game system to date. 


The NEC PC-FX strayed from the common console design. The console resembled a PC 
desktop tower and even included 3 expansion ports for additional upgrades and 
peripherals. NEC decided not to load it up with 3D generating hardware and instead 
focused on making the PC-FX a killer 2D machine. Focusing on FMV (Full Motion Video) 
and 2D capabilities, the PC-FX used a custom chip capable of Run Length JPEG 
compression technology. The result was animation and FMV using full screen true color 
at 30 frames per second. 


The PC-FX is the king of systems for Anime and/or Hentai fans. The console could also 
play audio CDs (with an expansive CD menu control screen), CD+Gs, and Kodak CDs for 
viewing your home photos. 


The NEC PC-FX was released in Japan on December 23, 1994 to a lukewarm reception. 
The Sega \ Sony consoles shadowed an otherwise impressive system. Most software 
development was done by NEC and Hudson Soft with a total of 62 game releases. NEC 
supported the PC-FX till 1998 and never released the console outside of Japan. A total 
of about 100,000 units were reported sold. 


FACT: In 1995, NEC took a similar concept as the Creative Labs version of 3DO Blaster. The PC-FX Game Accelerator (PC-FX GA) 
was a Card that would allow PC-FX games to be played on computers. The card came in 2 flavors. The C-Bus interface card was 
compatible with NEC's Japanese line of PC-98xx computers. The other has an ISA interface for IBM / AT compatible computers. The 
ISA card however requires the DOS/V operating system (DOS/V is a special version of DOS for the Japanese market). The package 
contained the card, a PC-FX controller, a driver CD and game development software (basic fighter / RPG game type engines). The 
card itself supported S-Video, Composite, multiple audio in/out and requires external power. It is an interesting device that can be 
imported or purchased on eBay. (credit: DW FACTS by Dark Watcher) 


NEC PC-FX 


5th Generation 
Competitors 
Nintendo FM Towns 
3DO0 Jaguar Saturn Playstation = —— —— CD32 Pippin Playdia Loo 
2UY Jaguar Flaystation 64 ised LUSZ Fippin Flaydia LOOpy 
Region Release Date Discontinued Lifetime Sales 
Japan 23rd Dec 1994 1998 400K 
North America NA NA NA 


Europe NA NA NA 


Developer 


NEC, Hudson Soft 


Manufacturer NEC 


Type 


Generation 
Release date 
Lifespan 
Discontinued 


Units sold 
Media 
cPU 


Predecessor 


Home video game console 


Fifth generation era 


*« JP: December 23, 1994 


1994-1998 
* JP: February 1998 
400,000 
CD-ROM 
NEC V810 


TurboDuo 


386 namuwik? 
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ng co 
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Releas 


Home Electronics 


December 23, 1994 


1998 


¥49,800 — ¥29,800 — Open Price 


111,000 units 
Shipment 400,000 units 


A home console that was jointly developed by Hudson Soft and NEC Home Electronics as a successor to the PC Engine . The codename was |ron Ma 
n (A), and the "F" in "FX" is an abbreviation for “Future” and the X is said to indicate an unknown world with an unknown number X. It won the “St 
andable Game Console” award from the Modern Design Association in 1994. 


Expectations that it would be able to recreate the Warring States period of console warfare once again were dashed by anachronistic hardware and t 


he absence of a killer title, ending with a dismal performance of only 110,000 units sold, unlike its predecessor which achieved cumulative worldwide 
shipments of over 10 million units. 


386 namuwtik? 


e CPU: NEC V810 21.475 MHz 32-bit 


e graphics processing unit 
© VDC (Video Display Controller): Hudson - Seiko Epson HuC6270 x 2 
=» Maximum number of displayed colors: 16.77 million colors (true color) 
= Resolution: 256 or 341 horizontal, 240 vertical (progressive) or 480 (interlaced) 
=» Maximum number of sprites: 128 
=» Maximum number of background screens: 6 + 1 video 
« Graphic effects: rotate, Zoom in, Zoom out, translucent effects 
o Video Color Encoder (VCE): Hudson-Seiko Epson HuC6261 
« This is an upgraded chipset from PC Engine ‘s Hudson-Seiko Epson HuC6260. 
© Motion JPEG Decoder. Hudson-Seiko Epson HuC6271 
e Sound: Hudson-Seiko Epson HuC6230 


o Chipset to which ADPCM processing function is added by separating only the sound processing unit part from the CPU Hudson-Seiko Epso 
n HuC6280 of PC Engine 


© 6 channels of wavetable with the same functions as PC Engine + 2 channels of 4-bit ADPCM with maximum sample frequency of 31.5 kHz 


o External connection: SCSI 


e Memory 
o Main RAM: 2 MB 
© Common RAM: 1 MB (background creation, CD-ROM DMA, video decoder, ADPCM, etc.) 
o VRAM: 256 KB 
> CD-ROM Buffer: 256 KB 


e Other: Hudson-Seiko Epson HuC6272 Memory Controller 


Although it came out in the same era as the Sega Saturn and PlayStation, tts specifications are inferior, and its major drawback is that it cannot imple 


ment 3D polygon graphics. Moreover, it is as large as a desktop computer but more expensive. 3] The reason for this is that the prototype of this ga 
me console was designed around 1992 , but after it was canceled, it was made again with only the CPU changed according to the specifications. 


Originally, it was planned to develop the HuC6273 graphics processor, which has a pretty good sprite display function and 3D rendering function, bu 


t there were claims that the delay was the cause. However, according to @° >) »\00 of Hiromasa Iwasaki, a game programmer who knows the PC en 

gine in detail, the PC-FX developers at NEC and Hudson did not see the 3D game trend and developed it as an extension of the PC engine, and whe 

n the PlayStation was announced (roughly around September 1993) ) It was said that it was only then that development began belatedly. In an interv 
iew with a magazine, when asked whether polygons are necessary, Hudson's founding member and programmer Shinichi Nakamoto said, “Nowaday 
s, everyone is looking at polygons. Polygons are attracting attention now, and in that respect, PC-FX is a video function.” “| wonder if a different pers 

pective can be a fun way to enjoy it,” he once answered. It is said that NEC, the co-developer at the time, decided that, like Trip Hawkins’ 3DO , the 3 

D graphics were poor due to the small amount of polygons that could be used in real time, so a game made with 3D graphics created on a 3D works 
tation would be better. . In fact, it was known that it surpasses other models in terms of video processing by installing a dedicated processing proces 
sor, HuC6271 Motion JPEG decoder, for video processing, but that function Is also built into the CPU of the PlayStation, a device of the same generat 
ion. The HuC6273 graphics processor was later included in a device called <PC-FXGA>, so see below for details. 


The CD-ROM drive installed in the PC-FX is 1x speed in the early type and 2x speed in the later type. It can be used as a CD-ROM drive for PC98 by c 
onnecting to NEC ‘s PC-9801 computer. However, from the experience of using it myself, | was able to purchase a 4x Teac CD-ROM drive for the sam 
e amount at the time, and the difference in performance is obvious, and there are many problems such as not reading some CDs properly (e.g. Philip 
s Gold 540 MB/ 640 MB 1X). 


Around 1992-1993, NEC Home Electronics began developing a 32-bit computer as a successor to the PC engine SUPER CD-ROM 2. Hudson, a co-de 
veloper, unveiled the JPEG decoder chip at CES held in Las Vegas, USA in January 1992. Meanwhile, in the arcade game industry, 3DCG-compatible a 
rcade game boards such as Sega Enterprises (now: Sega)’s MODEL2 board and Namco’'s (now: Bandai Namco Entertainment) SYSTEM22 board were 


fiercely competing for performance. Nintendo, Sega Enterprise, and Sony Computer Entertainment (now Sony Interactive Entertainment) were also d 


eveloping next-generation devices. 


On November 1, 1993, ‘Nikkei New Media’ and ‘Nikkei New Media’ published by Nippon Keizai Shimbun reported that NEC Home Electronics would 
commercialize a 32-bit CD-ROM game console at the end of 1994,() 


In the January 1994 issue of ‘PC Engine FAN’, the January 1994 issue of ‘Monthly PC Engine’, and the January 1994 issue of ‘Marukatsu PC Engine’ rel 
eased on November 30 of the same year, a next-generation machine named with the development code ‘FX’ Featured articles were published, such 
as ‘FX is a CD-ROM only machine’, ‘No compatibility with PC engine’, ‘The main CPU adopts NEC's V810, and in addition, some chips from (Hudson) 
Tetsujin are slightly modified’. It was reported that ‘full color/full animation at 30 frames per second is possible.’ In addition, it was reported in ‘Nikkei 
New Media’ dated January 17, 1994 that ‘the CPU of the 32-bit CD-ROM game console will be changed to NEC's V810 rather than Hudson's onginal 
CPU proposed by Hudson’, and in the early stages of development, a proprietary CPU from Hudson was used. It can be seen that the adoption of (H 
uC62030) was proposed. 


At the same time, new game consoles PlayStation from Sony Computer Entertainment and Sega Saturn from Sega Enterprises were also announced. 


On May 13, 1994, the detailed specifications of FX were revealed at the ‘NEC National Soft Manufacturers Association’ meeting. Additionally, a dedic 
ated adapter for using FX as a CD-ROM drive for the PC-9801 series was also displayed as a reference. In addition, ‘ , FX Fighter’, and ° 
‘ were released as software scheduled for a body model exhibition and simultaneous release. 


At the 94 Tokyo Toy Show’ NEC booth held at Makuhari Messe in Chiba Prefecture on June 4-5, 1994, a mock-up of FX was released to the public an 
d the corresponding software was also exhibited at the same time, allowing you to actually play it at the venue. there was. Afterwards, the official na 
me was decided to be ‘PC-FX’, and eight companies, including NEC Avenue, NEC Home Electronics, Datawest, Hudson, Huenex, Microcabin, 

,and participated as participating software manufacturers. In addition, it was announced that two titles, ‘Battle Heat’ and ‘Team Innoce 
nt’, would be officially released. In July of the same year, PC-FX’s eye catch and logo were released, and in early August, in addition to the two official 
ly released titles, 11 additional titles were announced, including ‘Battle Hit’ and ‘TEAM INNOCENT - The Point Of No Retum. -’ It was announced that 
the third installment of ‘Graduation Il ~Neo Generation~* would be released simultaneously with PC-FX. Photos and final specifications of the mass- 
produced prototype were revealed in the December 1994 issue of ‘PC Engine FAN’, released on October 29 of the same year, but the release date wa 


s undecided at this point. 


On October 31, 1994, it was officially announced that PC-FX would be released on December 9 of the same year. The desired retail price was reporte 
d to be 49,800 yen. A PC-FX advertisement was also published in the January 1995 issue of ‘PC Engine FAN’, released on November 30 of the same y 
ear, but because an error was found in the print attached to the main body, the release date was postponed from the originally scheduled date of D 
ecember 9, 1994. PC-FX was released a week later on December 23 of the same year. In addition, the number of units shipped during the year-end a 
nd New Year sales event was reported to be 70,000 units. 


The problem is that the quality of the video is determined by capital and capabilities, so the quality was not uniform for each game. The works releas 
ed by Hudson show videos with superior picture quality by the standards of the time, but games from other small and medium-sized companies do 
not do this, showing . In order to appeal to consumers with video playback capabilities, NEC Home Electronics, led by NEC, re 
leased a number of anime-style games aimed at . (Representatively, the First Kiss series.) At this time, NEC seemed to have made a mistake by e 
mphasizing the fluidity of animation in its game console marketing, and highlighting this as an advantage of PC-FX. So, many game companies gave 
up due to the cost of animation that had nothing to do with the game. 


Games with a lot of beautiful girls or a concept that makes you appreciate an anime have gained enthusiastic support from . However, 
the mainstream of games at the time were games that made full use of 3D technology. Because of this, there was not even a game worth mentionin 
g, let alone the merits of the hardware, and was also considered for porting, but stopped because of the animation. 


As a result, the titles that came out became were completely branded as otaku 
hard and were ignored by general gamers, and NEC continued its struggles like that. 


In the early titles, there were splendid video productions, so they had something unique, but as they got closer to the end, even the quality of the vi 
deos was lower than that of Sega Saturn and PlayStation. Even if the opening video was good, there were even games that showed graphics below t 


he Super Famicom level when entering the game. 


Moreover, even , who should have been in charge of the game's release, fell back after releasing two launch titles ambitiously , unlike the da 
ys of the PC Engine, and continued to wait and see the market. Companies that mainly produced . 


In an interview with a NEC official, the person in charge seemed to be urging Hudson to actively move forward and to resume development and rele 
ase of blockbuster RPG titles such as 3. However, at the time, Hudson was working on , PlayStation, , and 


They were busy releasing games on third-party game consoles such as 


In addition, NEC also distanced itself from Technologies in 1995 when it licensed R4300i technology and began supplying VR4300, a much hig 
her performance 64-bit CPU, to competing game console Nintendo 64 in 1996. 


In addition, the games scheduled for release did not know when they would be released, and users who were tired of leaning toward the beautiful gi 
rl game tumed their backs and failed to gain public support. 


Ultimately, the downfall began four months after release. The store price of PC-FX at home appliance stores in Tokyo has dropped significantly to 29, 
800 yen. However, unlike PlayStation, FX targeted a niche market, so it was difficult to view it as competition, but it was true that it was a hindrance t 
o NEC. 


Afterwards, in the battle for next-generation hegemony between Sony Computer Entertainment and Sega Enterprises, as PlayStation and Sega Satur 
n released low-cost versions one after another, PC-FX also went to open price in January 1997 (...) and was released on the 6th of the same year. In J 
anuary, the actual retail price was drastically reduced to 14,800 yen. 


It finally ended in June 1998 when announced its participation in development and withdrawal from the PC-FX business. Until then, t 
he number of games released was only 62 , the number of units shipped was 400,000 , and the number of units sold was 111,000, before being co 
mpletely discontinued. 


Compared to the previous PC Engine, which recorded a cumulative sales of about 6 million units, it was buried due to a crushing defeat, and NEC Ho 
me Electronics, which started with the radio business in 1953 and was at its peak through the television and VCR businesses, ended with the PC-FX b 
usiness in 2000. It closed on March 31, 2018. And NEC Interchannel was sold by NEC Group to a Japanese IT company called <Index> for 3 billion ye 
n in 2004, ultimately withdrawing from the gaming industry. 


There are two types of PC-FXGA described above: for PC-9801 (C bus) and for DOS/V (ISA bus for IBM PC compatible models).!! , the former is relati 
vely easy to obtain, but the latter is very difficult to obtain. It can be read quickly with a high-speed CD-ROM drive, and the hard disk can be used as 
storage, solving the pressure on storage capacity. However, it cannot output to a computer monitor and requires a separate monitor that receives co 
mposite or S-Video terminal input, and also requires a separate power adapter. A similar case is the 3DO Blaster, an expansion card that allows you t 
o play 3DO games on a PC, but it is still Windows-based and can display the screen on a monitor. 


The characteristic of this PC-FXGA Is that it is equipped with a graphics processor that could not be installed in the main body due to delayed develo 
pment as described above. 3D performance is known to be roughly comparable to or less than that of the PlayStation. It is also characterized by bein 
g able to build a development environment at a low cost. 


In the opening of the indie game FX Unit Yuki, a game machine called FX Engine made by JEC is mentioned, but in fact, PC Engine and PC-FX are m 
ade by NEC and parody of the names of the two game machines. 


On the release date (December 23, 1994), three games (Battle Heat, Team Innocents, and ll) were released simultaneously, and there wer 
e no new games for three months (!), but the game that was finally released in March of the following year was “All Japan.” “Women's Pro Wrestling 


Queen of Queen” '™’ It shows a strange lineup. If you look at the game release list, you can see that more pretty girl games were released in 1996 an 
d 1997. However, since the Bishoujo game of this period was released on the Sega Satum at the same time, there were inevitably fewer people who 
had to use the PC-FX rather than the Sega Saturn to play this game. In addition, as mentioned above, it is also characteristic that Hudson's works de 
creased in later periods. The year with the most games released was 1996, with 24. In addition, there is another game that is considered 

and that is from series . It is a version action game “Chip Chan Kick! (* » 7 5 » A. ¥ » 2 !/Chip Chan Kick!)" 


‘ 


Below are representative works sorted by release date. Hunex has released the 6th edition of the ANIME FREAK series, but it is not a game, and the c 
ocktail pack is excluded because it is a combined version of Pia Carrot and Cancan Bunny. “Games recommended for ages 18 and over” are written | 
n italics, and “18+” games are written in bold. 


e Simultaneous release game (December 23, 1994) 


o Graduation FX Neo Generation, 


~The Point of No Retum~, 


e 1995 
o March 24, All Japan Women's Pro Wrestling Queen of Queens, Hunex 
o March 24, Mahjong Wukong Tianchuk, Chat Noir 
o March 37st, , Micro Cabin 
o May 2/, Return to Joke, 
o July 28, Jeonnororakjo Fighting Battle, Hudson Soft 


o September 22nd, Pachio-kun FX Fantastic Island Showdown, Coconuts Japan 


o November 10, Cutie Honey FX, Datawest 


oe November 24th, Lunatic Don FX, 
o December 22nd, ' 


o August 12th, Ghost Children “ENKI FX Vajra Fight (Vajra Fight), Hudson Soft 


e 1996 
> January 26, “Exciting Card Paradise Love's Straight Flash", Sonnet Computer Entertainment 
> February 23, Power Stone FX, Kogado Studios 
o March 8, FX Sad Siren, Hudson 
> March 15, Great Wall, Activision 
0 March 22, JB Harold's Blue Chicago Blues, Riverhill Soft 
> March 29th, Miraculum the Last Revelation, Laypos 


0 March 29, PV-FX, 
> April 25, Super FX, Hudson Soft 
> April 26, There FX, 


> May 17, Voice Paradise, ASK Kodansha 

> May 31st, Lady Detective Net, Headroom 

o June 28, Adrift in the Air Nielgenz, Micro Cabin 

> July 12th, FX, NEC Interchannel 
o July 26, Goddess of Heaven II, Hunex 


> August 8, lz} transplant 


> September 13, @ , Cybertech Custom 

> September 26, Comic Road, Studio Offside 

> September 27, Kekkebani Extra DX , Cocktail Soft 

o September 27th, A smile more than a sword, Hunex (also released for Saturn) 
> October 11th, Angelique in Wonderland, Koei 

o October 25, Noisy Panic Race, NEC Home Electronics 

> November 8, FX, 

o December 6, Angelique Special 2, Koei 


o December 20th, Matoi Gumi, Hunex 


e 1997 
o January 24, Boundary Gate Daughters of Kingdom, Pack in Video 
> March 14th, The Last Imperial Prince, Nihon App 
o March 28, “ za 
> April 25, Sparkling Feather, Hunex 
May 23rd ! , cocktail soft 
> June 6th, first love story school trip, Dokuma Shoten 
o June 27, , Gimmick House, Magical Craft 
°o July 4th, Planet Raiding Little Cats, Family Soft 
© July 25th, My Neighbor Princess Rolfi, Wings 
o August 8, Super New Weapon Zero Eger, Wings 
o September 26, Comic Road, NEC Home Electronics 
© October 24, Minimum Nanonic, Polestar 
o December 12, , Hunex 
e 1998 
o January 16, , NEC Avenue 
o February 20, Rururi La Rura, NEC Interchannel 
> March 20th, Z, Feel in Cafe 
° March 27th, working +Girl walking fastOLove FX, NEC Home Electronics 
> Apnil 2nd, , Koei 


> April 27th “First Kiss+;Story”, Hunex (PC-FX's last released game) 


As it was a game console that struggled even in its home country of Japan, its treatment in neighboring Korea was even more disastrous. One of the 
readers of Gameline ( a Korean game magazine) asked, “Why is there always 2 pages of PC-FX related information? Please make it longer.” When ask 
ed, the reporter responded, “I'm heartbroken too, but | can't increase it because there's no information.” Supergame is the only Korean magazine th 
at actively promoted this game console . Moreover, the reason why Supergame often deals with PC-FX related information is because It is a hard dri 


ve that has released 18+ and 18+ games, so just by posting a game screen with pretty girls in skimpy clothes(?), they are likely to rip off kids’ money. 
It can be said that this was largely due to a miscalculation by the editonal department, which thought it would be possible. 


| haven't used it much in Korea, but I've heard a lot about it, so it can be said that it is a game machine that has been around for a long time day and 
night. 


e All credits 
Namuwiki acess 


https://en.namu.wi 386 namuwtki 
ki/w/PC-FX#s-3.1 


for more info. 
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¢ NEC PC-FX Rolfee 


Rolise (OL 


BiCpoae sedis 
@ANEC Home Electronics,Lid. 1995 


Rolfee (GF Jv 7 4 —, Rolfee) was announced by NEC in May 1995 as an image character representing the so-called “animation strategy” of PC-FX. The 
design was also handled by animator Kazuko Tadano , and the voice actor was handled by Marina Ohno, who was a rookie at the time . She also rele 
ased a game featuring this character, and her age in the game is 12 or 13 years old. The full name is 'GQ Jv 7 4 — - YU 7 Y' (Rolfi Lillian). 


As the name suggests, as a Lori- type character, she uttered the following lines in advertisements. 


e "Let's play as an anime with Rolfi." 
e "Let's play together with an anime game. 9" 


e "I'll tell you the secret of Rolfi that no one knows. 9" 


SYSTEM SPECS 


CPU 
32Bit NEC V810 RISC Microprocessor 
Clock Frequency: 21.5MHz 
MIPS: 15.5 
MEMORY 
Main RAM: 2MB 
VRAM: 1.25MB 
CD-ROM Data Cache Memory: 256KB 
Back-up RAM: 32KB 
ROM: 1MB 
VIDEO 
Television Output Type: NTSC 
Video Output: 1.0Vp-p 75 ohm 
© S-Video Output 

Bright-Signal: 1.0Vp-p 75 ohm 

Color-Signal: 0.286Vp-p 75 ohm 
GRAPHICS 
Maximum On-screen colors: 16,777,000 
Resolution: 640x480 
Maximum Parallax: 9 layers 
Effects: Rotation, magnification, reduction, cellophane, fade, priority 
Image Compression: JPEG w/Run Length compression, full-screen/true color decompression at 30fps, 
Kodak Photo CD compatible. 
SOUND 
16-Bit Stereo w/2 ADPCM channels and 6 sample channels at 44. 1kHz. 
Sound Output: 1.0 Vrms (Odb) 
Sound Frequency: 20Hz~20kHz 
CD-ROM DRIVE 
Standard 2x CD-ROM drive compatible with 12mm/8cm CD 
INPUTS/EXPANSION 
2 PAD Terminals 
EXT1 (for Back-up memory) 
EXT2 (for extra functions) 
EXT3 (for main memory expansion) 
DIMENSIONS: 
132mm (width) x 267mm (depth) x 244mm (height) 
FORMATS: 
FX-CD, CD-DA, CD+G, CD+EG, Photo CD 
POWER CONSUMPTION: 16W / AC 100V 


WEIGHT: Approximately 2.9kg 


PC-FX SPECS 


(PC-FX WORLD) 
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With the innovative design and power of the PC- 
FX, the face of videogaming has changed. 
Sporting a 32-BIT V810 processor, millions of 
colors, and one of the highest quality FMV in any 
home video game system, the PC-FX is definitely 
the system to get your hands on for some great 
gaming excitement. 


It all started with the joint collaboration of NEC 


Home Electronics and Hudson Soft of Japan that 
spawned the PC-FX on December 23, 1994... 


(PC-FX WORLD) 


HISTORY 


The PC-FX is one of the most unique video game systems 
ever made. Instead of the usual flat & square designs 
associated with most game systems, NEC decided to use a 
different approach when designing the PC-FX. One main 
factor was making the system expandable. Taking a card 
from the PC market, it was decided to create a tower 
shaped video game system that offered 3 expansion ports 
for upgrades and peripherals. 


The front expansion slot was to be used for the FX-BMP, a 
memory expansion module that allowed you to save 
games to it, rather than the FX internal memory. 


The rear and bottom expansion ports were available for 
connections to the PC-9800 series of computers made by 
NEC. One of those connections were used for a PC-FX-to- 
SCSI adapter which allowed the FX to be used as a SCSI 
CD-ROM drive. To the rear of the unit, you can also find 
direct A/V, S-VHS connections and the power cord. Voltage 
and other power information can be found to the top of 
the rear panel. 


In addition to playing PC-FX games, the unit could also 
play audio CDs (with an expansive CD menu control = 
screen), CD+Gs, and Kodak CDs for viewing your home ( PC FX wo R L D ) 


photos. 
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VIDEO GAME 
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(PC-FX 
WORLD) 
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Known demo CD releases (Either compatible with the NEC PC-FX or related) 


Genre Cataloge # 


Title Rating | Mouse? 


PC-FX Mook Vol. 1 
PC-FX Mook Vol. 2? 


PC-FX Mook Vol. 3 


Galaxy Fraulein Yuna FX: Trial 
Edition 
Hudson Soft 


PCEngine Fan Special CD-ROM 
Vol.2 

Contains Nirgends demo & 
opening of Blue Breaker 


PCEngine Fan Special CD-ROM 
Vol. 3 

Contains demo of Z7eroigar & 
FMV of #oku Hatukoi 


Super PCEngine Fan Deluxe 
Special CD-ROM Vol.i 
Contains demos of Angelique 
Special 2, Yuna FX, Ningends 
and Fire Woman 


Super PCEngine Fan Deluxe 
Special CD-ROM Vol.2 
Contains demos of Comic 
Road, Princess Rolfee, Zoku 
Hatukol Monogatari and Last 
Imperial Prince 
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PC-FX DEMO CD 


Battle Heat 


Extra fighters & PC-Engine warning 


Extra Fighters —: 
To get the extra fighters in this awesome fighting game, during the opening cinema press IV, VI, II, II, V, V, 
VI, V, & RUN. 


Pc Engine Warning 
To see a special warning screen, insert the Battle Heat CD into a PC Engine CD or TurboDuo system and 
you will see the characters from the game in SD form 
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NEC “IronMan” 


Hudson Soft - AKA “Project Tetsujin*, AKA “Hudson’s 32-Bit Prototype System” 
The "IronMan” was Hudson Soft's prototype board for what later was believed to have been 


redesigned to become the PC-FX. Created by the same designers as the PC-Engine, the 
“lronMan” was sold to NEC HE in the early 1990's, and shown to the public in 1992. 


The prototype board had a 25MHz RISC processor and a custom developed chipset, a HuCard 
type port in the front, another port beside that for some other device, Left/Right Audio jacks, and 
video hookups. To the rear of the board, a video cord is connected to another video output, and to 
the right of that, a control port which fits the PC Engine control pad is connected. Then, to the right 
of that, is what appears to be some sort of expansion port. Three other connections are also found 
in the back which are unknown for what they are used for. The dimensions of the "IronMan" were 
approximately 12x12in. 


This was the last piece of hardware that Hudson Soft’s hardware team developed (with previous 
designs being the PC-Engine line of systems and the Sharp X6800). 


¢ PC-FX Opening 


FX Fighter 


Developed by NEC HE - Fighting - Unreleased 


This title was a graphic showcase demo - a demonstration of what the PC-FX could 
do before it actually became available. It is unknown if it was an actual playable 
game or just a FMV image of some very well done polygon fighters, but according 
to the demo shown at the 1994 Tokyo Toy Show, it seemed that it was playable. 
All seemed well for the elaborate computer graphic rendered fighter, till NEC HE 
pulled the plug - the reason was that the game would have exceeded the storage 
space of the CD-ROM due to the many high-quality scenes of FMV needed to make 
up each characters moves. 


FX Fighter never made it past the half-way mark in the development stage, and 
was never released on the open market. As far as the game goes, at the 1994 
Tokyo Toy Show it had two characters that were playable, but it had been reported 
that between 3 to 4 characters were being finished (if not done). Gameplay was 
basied off of the later released "Battle Heat" fighter (which also used FMV to 
represent characters moves) however it seemed that FX Fighter didn't have quite 
as elaborate gameplay system. 


Did any demos of FX Fighter ever make it out of NEC HE? Nobody knows, but this 
game was one of the most wanted by FX owners back in the day. 


FX Fighter 

Developed by NEC HE 
- Fighting - 
Unreleased 


SCREEN CAPTURE BY PCEngine-FX.com 


This graphic was captured by PCEngine-FX.com and not taken from any other source. If you wish to use this graphic for your own site, 
please first. 
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please contact the webmaster first. 


SCREEN CAPTURE BY PCEngine-FX.com 
This graphic was captured by PCEngine-FX.com and not taken from any other source. If you wish to use this graphic for your own site, 
please contact the webmaster first. 


Lords of Thunder FX 


Developed by NEC HE - Shooter - Unreleased 


Soon before (and shortly thereafter) the release of the PC-FX, photos from NEC 
HE sprouted to some gaming magazines, showing a polygon rendered boss from 
the TurboDuo game "Lords of Thunder". These photos were enough to get people 
talking about this system. Very little is known if this turned out to be an actual 
playable game, a rendered CG shot, or an "in-house" game never to be released 
to the public (like Hudson Soft did with Hi-Ten Bomberman for the FX). Never the 
less, it was unfortunate that NEC HE did not bring this out for the PC-FX. 


SCREENSHOTS 
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¢ CYBER FIGHTER 


Super Star Soldier 3D 


Developed by NEC HE - Shooter - Unreleased 


The same batch of photos out of NEC HE (with the LoT FX pixs), also had what 
appeared to be a different type of shooter for the FX. The name "Super Star 
Soldier 3D" was attached to those photos, and thus became a game that was 
never seen again. This title appearantly was supposed to be a continuation of the 
Super Star Soldier series from the PC Engine, with more detailed sprites and some 
3D elements. A few renderings of the ship was all that was available, and as we 
now see, NEC never brought this title out to the public. 


The Feb. ‘94 issue of EDGE Magazine appears to have the only real-time 
screenshot of the game (shown below after the rendered shots) and if the shot is 
indeed real, proved that the PC-FX could render real-time polygons, which has 
been in doubt. 


SCREENSHOTS 


Hi-Ten Bomberman 


Developed by Hudson Soft - Action - Unreleased 


Hi-Ten Bomberman was a game that was originally planned to be released on the 
PC-FX, however due to NEC's publishing guidelines, Hi-Ten would never be 
released for the unit. The game in its original form would never be for sale, but it 
did however make an appearance in the Hudson Soft Gaming Caravan back in 
1993 as part of a competition. Hi-Ten Bomberman was a 10 player version of the 
popular PC Engine/TG-16 game "Bomberman", and was formatted for play on 
wide-screen HDTV's - the first game ever for the HDTV standard (at the time, 
HDTV's have been in Japan for many years). You could play as many different 
characters like "Bonk" or "Bomberman" (Woman or Man) and many more. It is 
believed that Hudson Soft later released this version, redone slightly, as "Saturn 
Bomberman", which includes the PC-FX "widescreen" 10-player mode. Saturn 
Bomberman is basically what the PC-FX version should have been like. 
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Tengai Makyou III: NAMIDA 


Developed by Hudson Soft - RPG - Unreleased 


Tengai Makyou (also known as Far East of Eden) is one of the most popular RPG 
series of games in Japan, being released on many platforms over the years and 
the PC-FX version would have continued the saga. Announced in 1995, Tengai 
Makyou III: NAMIDA was highly anticipated by FX fans, but was canceled due to 
the eventual failure of the system. This was very unfortunate as the game was 
reportedly at a advanced stage of development. PC-FX fans in Japan made 
attempts to convince Hudson Soft to release the game, but Hudson Soft stated 
that the projected sales of the title would be far under what they would need to 
make a profit and is now planned for release on the PS2 in 2005 (however in a 
totally re-done form) 


SCREENSHOTS 


Masters Tournament - Augusta 

T&E Software 

This title should have been the first golf game released for the 
PC-FX. It featured all digitized imagery during gameplay. As for 
the development of this game, it seemed that T&E Software took 
a slow approach at FX development seeing if the system would 
succeed in the marketplace before releasing their FX titles. 


Pebble Beach No Hatou 


T&E Software 
This was supposedly the sequel to Masters Tournament that was 


never released...It was instead ported over to the Sega Saturn 
and Super Famicom. Again this title never saw the light of day on 
the PC-FX no thanks to T&E's slow PC-FX development. 
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Street Fight 


NEC HE 

Apparently shown at the 1994 Tokyo Toy Show, this game was based on a street fight 
theme with play mechanics similar to Battle Heat and FX Fighter. The characters were 
digitized into FMV and though the FMV did you execute the moves. NEC HE's main 
purpose of this title was to make as a realistic of a fighting game as possible but in the 
end it was scrapped early in development for unknown reasons. 


Robot Fighter 


NEC HE 
It seemed that NEC HE had a fascination with 
fighting games as this title was to be a fighter in 
the style of Battle Heat, FX Fighter, and Street 
Fight..however was quickly scrapped by NEC HE 
for unknown reasons. It was planned to have 
featured digitized computer graphic robots. 


Sparkling Feather 2 

NEC HE 

Practicly nothing is known about this once 
rumored sequel to the original Sparkling Feather 
game on the PC-FX other than the name. 


Racing 

NEC HE 

Looks like this title might have been a victim of NEC's strict guidelines for what games could be 
made for the FX. NEC didn't want certain games to be made for the FX, and though NEC HE 
started development on this racer that was supposed to be based on Fi Circus from the PC- 
Engine, it was scrapped almost as quickly as it begun. Very unfortunate. 


Virtual Invaders 


NEC HE 
Another game that was killed by NEC, this "space invaders" style shooter was reportedly in development for only a 
short time before it was scrapped, however no further info is known about this title. 


Welcome to the PC-FX World - The ultimate resource for 
the 32-Bit NEC PC-FX entertainment system. 


What exactly is the PC-FX? If you are pondering this question, or 
already know what it is, you are at the right place. The PC-FX 
World has everything you could ask for - videos, ads, reviews, 
faqs, guides, photos, rare items...literally just about everything 
you could want to know. 


Explore and enjoy the world that is PC-FX! 


PCENGINEFX.COM PRESENTS 


Go 


*“Holfee™" 
the PC-FX ‘ 


Mascot 


Welcome to the PC-FX World System Manual section, where you can read all about the PC-FX 
unit & accessories and how to set them up. Please choose your desired section below to find out 
how to operate that particular unit. 


PC-FX BMP 


PC-FX System 


Welcome to the PC-FX World Game Language List. Here you can find Japanese language ratings 
for each PC-FX game released. If you wanted to know how much Japanese is needed to play a 
certain game, this is the place to find out. 


ig No Japanese knowledge needed to play. Game has very little Japanese text or content. 


ae 
eer 


progressing issues. 


Some knowledge of Japanese needed to play. Game has a small amount of menus and content 


that are in Japanese. 


Moderate amount of Japanese needed to play. Menus and text is all in Japanese, some voice 
and on-screen content may give a non-Japanese knowing person some navigation or game- 


(iy (piety Heavy amount of Japanese needed to play. Game has a heavy amount of Japanese 
. text and menus to advance the game. Non-Japanese knowing person should probably pass 


on these games. 


aamad 


non-Japanese knowing persons. 


Made for Japan only. Game is full of Japanese text, content, and voice acting. Game 
is progressed only though answering questions based on content and are not made for 
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Koei/NEC HE 


e\ 
y 


y 
= 


Hudson Soft 
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NEC Interchanne!l 
Micro Cabin/NEC HE 


Nihon Application/NEC HE 


Lil’ Red Riding Hood CHA-CHA (Akazukin Cha Cha) 
NEC HE 


Lunatic Dawn FX 
Artdink/NEC HE 


Mahjong Goku Tenjiku 
Chatnoir/NEC HE 
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Fill In Cafe/NEC HE 

Megami Paradise II 
NEC HE 


i 
y 
Sy 


= - - - 


ee 
ah 
uy 
ea 


Miraculum: The Last Revelation 
ReayForce/NEC HE 


Graduation 2: Neo Generation FX Ole le ie 
Riverhill Soft/NEC HE 

Pachio-kun FX 
Coconut Japan/NEC HE 


Pia Welcome to Carrot (Pia Carrot He Youkoso!!) 
Cocktail Soft 


Power Dolls FX 
Kodado Studio/NEC HE 
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¢-PC-FXGA games/videos. 


*PC-FXGAJERCRIUS GAME 


* PC-FXGA:A dragonfly clip 


¢ PC-FXGA: MOON KID PARADISE 


« PC-FXGA:BULLY OFF: 


« PC-FXGA:tic-tac-toe: 


« PC-FXGA: Chess movie 


ePC-FXGA‘cLI . 


* PC-FXGA fighting game 


* PC-FXGA:ROLLOUT 


Bio 100% 


* PC-FXGA:DAGYRUSS 


¢ PC-FXGA SAME GAME FX 
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¢ PC-FX ADVERTAINMENT 


TV advertisement at the time of PC-FX release. To appeal to consumers about the features of PC-FX, three simultaneously released games were briefl 
y shown. 


Most of NEC’s games were sold by NEC Home Electronics, but at the time, as a subsidiary of NEC, there was an opinion that games were rarely relea 
sed through NEC Interchannel, which also produced and sold games, which made people wonder... Rather than game development, it was mainly in 
charge of distribution and sales of game machines and games, and NEC Interchannel was established in October 1995 by integrating the software b 


usiness divisions scattered within each group, such as NEC Avenue, as part of the restructuring of the NEC Group. looks like an opinion! 


On March 17, 1995, NEC Home Electronics introduced the PC-FX SCS! adapter (model number: FX-SCSI) and the 98 CanBe dedicated PC as periphera 
| devices that allow PC-FX hard and software to be used in NEC's PC-98 series. -FX board (model number: FX-98IF) was released. In May, NEC Home 
Electronics announced that it would develop an ‘animation strategy’ that combines animation and games for PC-FX, and then announced ‘Rolfy’, whi 
ch will be described later, as an image character. 


In July 1995, NEC Home Electronics released the specifications of PC-FX to the public and announced that it would release a system that could easily 
produce games and video software in the PC-98 series at the end of the year. On December 8 of the same year, PC-FXGA, a game accelerator board 
for the PC-FX upward compatible PC-98 series that provides development tools that are cheaper than those for corporate use, was sold (released for 
DOS/V in June 1996). This means that 3DCG can be created with only the tools attached to the main body, and the ‘PC-FXGA Campaign Set’, which i 
ncludes a separately sold development tool (GMAKER Starter Kit), was also sold in the first 10,000 units. In addition, an additional development kit (G 
MAKER Starter Kit Plus) was released, providing a more advanced development environment. At that time, game vocational schools were also boomi 
ng, and approaches were made with an eye toward people with an interest in the doujin market and the game industry, and an attempt was made t 
o foster game software creators in collaboration with the Human Creative School, run by the game software development company Human. . 


In addition, Tokuma Shoten Intermedia, the publisher of ‘PC Engine FAN’, also developed its own PC engine software development environment and 
sold hardware called ‘Devero BOX’ on the ground (released in February 1996), PC Engine The user development system (development tool) ‘Devero 

Starter Kit/Assembler’ and ‘Devero Starter Kit/BASIC* were published, and later, ‘Devero Starter Kit/Assembler’ and ‘Devero BOX’ were published as a 
set. ‘Devero Starter Set’ was sold for free. 

In addition, in cooperation with the store Sofmap, a ‘Sofmap Special PC-FX Limited Version with Goddess Heaven II" was released, which included 'G 
oddess Heaven II’. 


¢ PC-FX MENU 


¢ PC-FX CD MENU 


LAST PRINT FROM PC-FX WEBSITE: 
http://www.neheet.gr.jo/kh/necanim/ind ex.pAtm 


e More PC-FX content... 


¢http://pc-fx.com/ content 
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More PC-FX content... 


“One of the graphic demos involves choosing, between these 4 heads, a 
starting face and an ending face. The machine then transforms choice 1 
into choice 2 through a series of incredibly smooth animations. Very 
impnreccive (co thev cay) " 


“Image quality, display speed, 
manipulation and animation of full- 
surface 3D objects: with these 
demonstrations, Hudson makes a big 
impression." 


Gestion palette et 
interface vidéo 
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Microprocesseur HuC62320 
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"Architecture diagram 
of the Tetsujin 
project." 


Gestion plein 
écran couleur 
HuC6271 


Clup controller 


HuC6272 


¢"Here are some in-house illustrations showing the 
different formats supported by the PC-FX:" 
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All PC- FX Game images... 
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fx.com. For my money, this is definitely a system worth owning, 
even if there are only a handful of quality titles for you to play. 


Happy gaming! O.HRLVERSON 
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© LG inthe mood fore ittie anime with your 24 sprite-besed ectioa? If $0, there's only one wey 
to go-Zena’d Fx. Unfortenatety it's one of only two decent action gemes for the rave systers, 
50 unless you're @ collector or herd-core fon, | suppose this GRiive mill hove to do. 


In happier times, when 
“a garning was still pure, NEC was 
a big part of our lives. With games like Bonk’s Adven 
ture, Y's, Legendary Axe, Dead Moon, Ninja Spirit, Spriggan, 
and...well, you get the point, NEC was a cool company, So when 
they finally entered the next-gener- 
ation system wars with their PC FX, 
back when the Saturn and PlaySta- 
tion were new concepts, | was excit- 
ed. Would this be the machine that 
would save 207 It certainly had 
unique capabilities. Rather than 
pushing polys, NEC fixed their gaze 
on video compression, allowing 


them to iefegrate smooth, artifact: 
free animation sequences into tradi 
Bonal gaming veques. Problem was, 
by the time it hit, the world had gone polygon crazy and po one 
wanted anything to do with what should have been @ much-cele: 
brated mew system, Onc look at It and you knew it was something 
special. But its days were aumbered, and I knew it. ! did manage to 
grab 3 couple of real collector's tears before the system slipped 
into T&A gaming history (where all japanese systems go belore 
they perish), including Team Innocent ithe first Resident Evil-style 
game ever) and the game you see here, Zonki FX, a side-scrolling 
action game based om a popular anime series. While Zenki may 
took like a good 16-bit game in screen shots, realize that at every 
turn, without ewer loading, real-time arin windows shoot In and 
out, complete with quality Gatogue. The game also features big. 
nicely animated sprites, layers and layers of parallax, and even 
few rendered elements, ft's the ultimate old-school romp, Of 
course, to play it you'll nced to fied a PC FX, which shouldn't be all 
that difficult now that the Net's around to save us. Mf you're thinking 
about hanting for a PC FX, you can gather a ton of intel at pcengine 
fx.com, For ary money, this is definitely a system worth owning, 
even if there are anly a handful of quality titles for you to play. 
Happy gaming! OC. HRLVERSONn 
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Overview 
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Source = pcenginefs<.com 


NEC 


Overview 


The game is a remake of the computer game of the same name. It adds an animated intro, voice- 
overs, and two mini-games. The story is based on the manga/anime series “Ah! Megami-sama’, 
depicting the adventures of Keiichi, a Japanese teenager who accidentally summoned the Norse 
goddess Belldandy and made a wish for her to stay with him forever, which led to all kinds of 


troubles. What's more, other powerful beings out there are seeking to harm Keiichi's divine girlfriend, 
so a simple date ends in an unexpected way... The game is a “digital comic’, meaning that the 
adventure elements are reduced to the bare minimum: being able to choose dialogue lines or make 
other decisions from time to time. The mini-games are a timed exercise of putting puzzle pieces 
together, and a card-matching game against two female opponents. 


N 


Overview 


The game is based on the manga Akazukin Cha-Cha ("Red Riding Hood Cha-Cha") by Min Ayahana, 
and subsequently on the animated TV series that followed it. The manga tells the story of a little girl 
named Cha-Cha who lives with her teacher on a mountain and studies magic. In the anime, the 
story was expanded to include the villainous Demon King, whom Cha-Cha and her best friend Riiya, 
a werewolf boy, must eventually defeat. Akazukin Cha-Cha is a game for up to six players. Each 
player corresponds to a character from the TV series. It is also possible to play just as Cha-Cha and 
to let the Al control the other characters. Each player advances on the board by throwing dice. 
Landing on different fields leads to different results: finding items, being attacked, etc. The game's 
strategy elements are expanded by giving each character unique statistics and abilities, that have 
to be used under special circumstances. Certain obstacles are only solvable if two or more 
characters gather on the same field. Taking a cue from Battle Heat, “Akazukin Cha-Cha" 
accompanies every single move by an anime-style FMV. 


NEC 


Overview 


In Albarea no Otome you play one of the three girls who were summoned to the castle of the Queen 
of Albarea to study fighting and magical arts (you can name your heroine as you like). As an 
additional reward - beside the graduation - you can try to impress and ultimately to win the heart of 
one of the five great knights of the kingdom. Your goal in the game is to make sure you become 
stronger and more charming than your two rivals, and to make a good impression on the Queen 


and the knights. You must plan a schedule for your studies in castle. You can choose which classes 
to visit and which not. Learning increases your abilities (for example, attending magic class will 
make your spells more powerful). Once in a while you'll have to help one of the knights to fight 
monsters. The battles take place on an isometric battle field, on which you can freely move your 
characters and attack or use spells when there are enemies in range. Your goal in battles is not only 
to win, but to make sure the heroine does some attacking instead of letting the powerful knights do 
the job. 


Overview 


It was bundled with the PC-FXGA. 
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Overview 


Angelique Special is an enhanced version of the original Angelique for Super Famicom (SNES). There 
are no changes gameplay-wise (a mixture of adventure, strategy, and dating sim) or story-wise (a 


simple girl named Angelique Limoges must befriend nine Guardians to become a queen). This 
version features slightly improved graphics, CD-quality music, voice acting, and anime-style cut 
scenes. 
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Overview 


Following the events of the first Angelique game, Angelique Limoges has become the queen of 
Cosmos, and her former rival Rosalie - her aid. Now a whole new Cosmos has appeared, and it's 
time to choose a new queen for it. The candidates this time are Angelique Collet (the protagonist of 


the game) and Rachel Hart. The gameplay system remains largely unchanged in this sequel. Once 
again, Angelique has to use diplomacy to make the Nine Guardians lend her their powers (making 
the inhabitants of her land happy), or develop stronger feelings for her. New in this sequel is the 
ability to work with three different instructors, developing mind, sense, or dignity of the heroine, which 


will influence the way she interacts with other characters and also affect the behavior of the 
Guardians. 


Overview 


The first RPG entry in Angelique universe, adventure/dating simulation games specifically created for 
female players and revolving around young girls on a quest to become queens of various planets. 
Player takes the role of Angelique Collet, the heroine of Angelique Special 2. Angelique Limoges, the 
protagonist of the first game, and now the queen of Angelique Collet's home planet, is threatened by 
a mysterious man named Leviath. Her Guardians are imprisoned and her life is in danger. Angelique 
Collet must liberate the Guardians and save her homeland. The game plays like a traditional 
Japanese RPG, with top-down view, turn-based battles, etc. However, the dating simulation element 
from other Angelique games is also present in this RPG. The heroine is able to have conversations 
with the male characters in her party. Depending on her answers and decisions, she will become 
involved with one of those characters. 
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Overview 


NEC had the idea of releasing what is essentially a PC-FX game magazine in a game CD format. This 
is the first of what will later become bi-annual animefreak releases. It contains: - A demo of Akazukin 
Cha-Cha: Osawagase! Panic Race! - A slide show of photos of voice actresses - A karaoke mode for 
some of the songs used in PC-FX titles - A collection of movies dedicated to Lilith, the heroine of 


Megami Tengoku II PC-FX-related news - “Voice Idol" mode, which contains information about songs 
used in PC-FX games - The first episode of an anime mini-series called “Private Eye Doll” A “Making 
Of..." section. What still allows this CD to qualify as a game is the fact that it also contains a rock- 
paper-scissors mini-game, which is played against a real actress. The player has to press one of the 


three main PC-FX controller buttons in time, which correspond to the international hand gestures for 
rock, paper, and scissors. 
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Overview 


The second in the animefreak FX series contains: - The second episode of the anime mini-series 
Private Eye Doll - Another issue of “Voice Idol" with information about songs from PC-FX games - 
More photos of voice actresses - A small collection of videos featuring characters from Cutey Honey 
FX - A karaoke mode - PC-FX news - “Making Of’ section - “Pretty Girls Gallery’, with pictures of 
heroines of various PC-FX games - Information and videos from Blue Seed (which was never 


released for PC-FX) And finally, what justifies calling this compilation a game: a card-based mini- 
game called “High and Low’, which is played against a real actress. The actress deals a card, and 
the player must guess whether the next card will be higher or lower within a time limit. Guessing 
correctly will give the player a star, which will be accumulated in the top left corner of the screen. 
Guessing wrong pushes the player back to the beginning of the game, so what really matters is 
winning as many times as possible 


Overview 


The third volume of animefreak FX contains: - continuations of the anime mini-series started in the 
first two volumes, “Private Eye Doll’ and “Voice Idol" - several anime FMVs dedicated to Ry6-6ki, the 
spaceship/funny animal from Tenchi Muy6! Ry6-6ki FX - Karaoke mode - New in this volume: the 
voice actress Junko Iwao in a special video - “Voice & Talk’, a slide show of photos of voice actresses, 
including a diary-like commentary - “Making Of" section - New: Presentation of 20 prettiest girls from 
PC-FX games, one-by-one, starting with nr. 20 - Demo of an upcoming Neon Genesis Evangelion 
game, which never made it to the PC-FX - Trailer for Angelique Special - Information about anime- 
making and voice actors in particular - PC-FX-related news, and finally - A game called Heart o 
Sagase, meaning ‘look for the heart’. As before, the game is played against a real actress. The goal 
of the game is to find the heart belonging to a little penguin. The player is shown 10 boxes, only one 
of which contains the heart. The player and the actress take turns in guessing where the heart might 
be. Each turn has a time limit of 10 seconds. The box can either contain the heart, be empty, or have 
a “Chance’ icon inside, which will grant an additional turn. 


my 


we “ea 


PC-FASUS TLE Faro a 


8 


Overview 


Animefreak FX: Vol. 4 is the only volume in the series that does not contain any mini-games. Along 
with a PC-FX game catalogue, a live-action video involving Japanese ‘idols’, information about 


shopping for PC-FX products, a geographical database along a Japanese railway route, and a 
preview of the upcoming Last Imperial Prince, this volume contains the opening chapter of an anime 
mini-series entitled Prism Knights, its plot focusing on a group of high school girls who gain access 
to powerful transformation abilities in order to face evil extraterrestrial beings. 
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Overview 


The fifth installment of the series brings back mini-games, and this time with something far more 
challenging than the simple luck-based games from the first three volumes: a quiz game. The quiz is 
all about NEC's two consoles, PC Engine (TurboGrafx) and PC-FX, ranging from game-related to 
technical questions. Not only does this quiz require extensive knowledge of the consoles, but it is also 
timed. Other than this quiz, Vol. 5 contains most of the regular stuff seen before (Making Of, anime 


database, etc. - without the karaoke mode this time though). It continues the anime mini-series 
Prism Knights from the previous volume. It also has full walkthroughs for several PC-FX games. Vol. 5 
takes a decisive step towards less kid-friendly approach: it contains a large collection of videos of 
various anime-style girls (from PC-FX games or otherwise) changing clothes. There is no explicit 
nudity, but it comes close! This volume also has videos of voice actresses in bikini on a beach and in 
an amusement park. 


S TL NEC 

6 

Se . fT2 Boy = 
i YF € oo 
i i‘ ie , 
.) 4 -_— ol 


Overview 


The final volume of Anime Freak returns, so to say, to the roots of the series: instead of slightly 
naughty videos of scantily clad young women (real or drawn in anime style), it focuses on actual 


game-related material. Unfortunately, by that time PC-FX was nearly extinct, so Vol. 6 contains a 
trailer for only one game - one last game for PC-FX: First Kiss Story. It also lacks many of the features 
available in other issues of Anime Freak, such as karaoke mode, news section, or walkthroughs. It 
concludes the mini-anime series Prism Knights and Kodomo no Omocha, started in previous two 
issues. New material available in this volume includes interviews with voice actors, as well as a 


detailed video about working in recording studios. The game in this volume is the same as in the first 
volume (albeit against a different actress), namely “Rock, Paper, Scissors”. 


NEC 


Overview 


In a desolate and cruel world, two clans are fighting for domination: the noble Republic of Kriph, led 
by the warrior Kai, and the evil Holy Dark Empire, led by Alamis and the mysterious armored Gotz von 
Dark. The player can choose to play as any of the good and evil characters (four for each clan) - but 
it is only possible to fight warriors of the opposing party. Battle Heat!'s biggest innovation as a 


fighting game is the fact that every single move is viewed as a full-motion anime-style sequence. 
Each of the controller's buttons is assigned to a specific move (including jumping), and the moment 
the player presses it, it triggers the movie. The game features many different movies, including 
specific ones when, for example, a character is kicked down and immediately reacts with an attack 
of his own. It is possible to play the game in a tournament mode (for Republic of Kriph only), or 
choose a free battle, which also makes it possible to play as the bad guys. 


Overview 


The world of Blue Breaker is called “the path in the middle of empty sky’: floating islands connected 
with each other by bridges. It is the tradition of the people in this world that a fighter's full initiation 


can be completed only when he finds his true love and marries her. Such day has come now in the 
life of a young warrior named Kain, the hero of the game. His father explains to him that besides the 
usual warriors goal of defeating the evil Dark Lord, Kain also has to find the girl of his dreams. He 
introduces to him a young sorceress named Asha, who becomes his first companion. But on his 
journey Kain meets many other young women, and it won't be so easy to choose one to whom he 
can give his heart! Labeled as Love Role-Playing, “Blue Breaker" is a genre-crossing game that 
combines traditional Japanese RPG with town and dungeon exploration, party-based combat, etc., 
with “love adventure’, in which your behavior towards girls influences the story. “Blue Breaker" 
features branching story progressing: events appear depending on the progress you have made 
with your female companions. Your typical RPG activities will influence your relationship with the 
girls. For example, if you fight too much, the girls will be tired; if you give a girl too many orders in 
battle (you can set battle in auto mode and only interfere occasionally) she will be displeased, and 
so on. It is also important to form a party in which the girls will have as few internal conflicts with 
each other as possible. 


Overview 


Long time ago, the First Mother created the world and blessed it with five magical symbols that 
would keep it in balance. The symbols were hidden deep in a sacred temple, to protect everything 
and everyone around them. Many years later, an adventurer named Finn was looking for work in the 
city of Ambrose. There was indeed much work to do: monsters roamed the country, the threat of war 
was more real than ever. One night Finn was strolling through the city when he suddenly spotted a 
young girl attacked by a monster. Naturally, he defeated the monster and saved the girl, who turned 
out to be a princess hoping to restore her father's kingdom. The two decide to work together and 
venture to the nearby city, that lies in ruins, overrun by monsters... Boundary Gate is an old- 
fashioned RPG with dungeon-like 3D layout. The game is viewed from first-person perspective, with 
the exception of battles, where the heroes can be seen from an “over-the-shoulder’ view. The 
attacks are animated. Enemies are random, and combat is turn-based, the party members using 
equipped weapons to attack or magical spells. Important locations are presented as 2D pictures. 
There is also voice acting for important conversations. 
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Overview 


The fifth Can Can Bunny game is also the first direct sequel within the series. The story is very similar 
to the one of the previous game: once again, the hero is lonely and is anxious to get a girlfriend, or, to 
be more precise, to have sex with different girls. And once again, the benevolent and gorgeous 
goddess Swatty is here to provide assistance, together with her side-kicks, the Seven Lucky Gods 
from the Japanese mythology. Even though the story is pretty much the same as in the previous 
game, the gameplay underwent significant enhancements. The interface is still traditional 
Japanese-style menu commands, but there are many more locations now, many of which can be 
freely accessed by clicking on them while on the main map. Once the player has reached the point 
where he can begin the physical seduction of the girl, the interface switches to point-and-click, with 
context-sensitive cursor for touching, kissing, etc. It is necessary to try different actions more than 
once to understand what the girl considers pleasant and what not, otherwise the girl might get 
angry and the game will be over. There are many more girls to seduce here than in the previous 
game, ranging from a school girl to a Catholic nun (seriously). There are also various extras (as the 
title implies), including an extensive album that arranges various pictures of the girls so that they tell 
her story, and an additional collection of stories, in which the hero can learn more about the girls he 
had met in the main game, and even interact with them again. 


Overview 


This is a platform game similar in style to Bubble Bobble and particularly to Parasol Stars. There are 
two playable characters, both of which are little girls. There is no difference between them 
gameplay-wise: both use a large blob-like animal to hit enemies from a short distance in a yo-yo- 
like fashion. It is possible to choose one of them as a single player, or to use them both cooperatively 
in the two-player mode. Each level of the game is divided into 10 stages, all of which are single 
screens with platform constructions. The player must eliminate all the enemies who wander around 
the stage before being able to advance to the next one. Once the enemy is successfully hit with the 
blob, the enemy becomes stunned for a short while. It is then possible to kick him off screen. 
Defeated enemies turn into random power-ups, which include speeding up the character, making 
her have two or even three blobs instead of one, adding an extra life, making her invincible for a 
while, etc. The 10th stage of each level requires the player to defeat a boss. The bosses have two 
forms: the first is a character the same size as the player character, which takes a while to defeat 
and which has the ability to revive regular enemies; the second form is a traditional platform game 
over-sized monster. The monsters have different attacks, including projectiles and generating 
smaller enemies, and have to be hit many times with the blob to go down. 


Overview 


The Galactic Emperor Zemu is conquering one planet after the other, planning to expand his empire 
to the known limits of the galaxy. The reason for his success are huge robots who fight in his armies, 
developed with the technology invented by the genius scientist Dr. Lulu. But the doctor understands 
herself that her inventions have caused misery and destruction to other nations. She runs away, 
taking design plans for the giant robots with her. She arrives on the Earth (Japan, to be exact) shortly 
after World War Il, and with the help of local scientists, develops a powerful robot, that alone can 
protect Earth from Zemu's attacks: Super God Trooper Zeroigar! 


Overview 


Comicroad is a “life simulation” game, starring a young girl (whom the player names themselves) 


who dreams of becoming a manga artist. In order to become successful, she has to do more than 
just draw well; it is important to develop other aspects of her personality, and also keep an eye on 
the finances, otherwise working too much might deteriorate her drawing skills. Social life, physical 
exercises, reading - everything has consequences! The gameplay consists mainly of making 
decisions (through menu choices); there is no player character navigation in the game, except 
shops, which are viewed from first-person perspective. There is a variety of ways to manage the 
girl's life. The player can make a schedule for a whole month, or decide every day what to do. Every 
action has an effect on the heroine's parameters. For example, just resting every day reduces 
physical shape and appeal. Working on the manga increases respective skills. It is possible to call 
friends and spend time with them, or go shopping. There are many items in the game, all of which 
influence the heroine's stats in that or another way - for example clothes, drawing accessories, 
books, or even a PC-FX console, that can be bought in an electronics store for about 20000 yen. 


Overview 


The game is based on Go Nagai's manga, that was later made into anime TV series. Rather than 
following the plot of the manga, the game has the player assume the role of a nameless male 
detective, who is headed to a fictional country called Austral Island in search of a missing girl. When 
the hero arrives on the island, he soon discovers that there is some sort of a supernatural 
organization that might be the reason for the girl's disappearance. Then he hooks up with Honey 
Kisaragi, the heroine of the manga and TV series, who is an android that can assume various 
combat forms and fight evil creatures. This is an adventure game with simple interaction (point- 
and-click), the cursor turning blue for looking at objects and yellow for using them or talking to 
people. At some screens there are multiple dialogue choices. There are no puzzles in the game, but 
sometimes the player controls Honey in combat sequences, which play like a mini-game that 
involves pressing a button as many times as possible within a time limit, and choosing vulnerable 
spots on the enemy's body to execute attacks. There is also a map of the island which the player can 
navigate the main character on. Unlike many other Japanese adventures, characters are animated 
on almost every screen in Cutey Honey FX, and a large portion of the game is occupied by anime- 
style movies. 


Overview 


Der Langrisser is an enhanced version of Langrisser Il. Beside slightly improved graphical quality and 
a significant reduction of difficulty level, the main difference in this version is the player's ability to 
make moral decisions for the protagonist, which will subsequently influence the events of the 
narrative. In the original version, Elwin was only able to fight on the side of the Descendants of Light. 
In this release, Elwin also starts on this path; but as the game progresses, the player will be able to 
choose whether he should stay on it or side with the antagonists, the Rayguard Empire. Later, Elwin 
will be able to betray the Empire (in case he has chosen to help it) and support the Demon Tribe. It is 
also possible for Elwin to fight on neither side, and create his own fraction instead. 


NEC 


Overview 


Dokyusei 2 is a classic “love adventure”, a genre that is also referred to (quite erroneously) as “dating 
simulations’. You are a high-school student, whose father is a famous archaeologist traveling 
around the world, and whose mother died when he was a child. It is now your third year at the 88 
High School, and naturally, your primary concern is your love life. Will you be able to date 


successfully and to come to a happy ending with one of the fifteen lovely female classmates? The 
game mechanics are a lot like in a “standard” adventure game (examine objects, visit various 
locations, talk to people, make decisions), but the plot centers exclusively around your relationship 
with the girls. The game has its own internal clock. You can move around your character on a ‘city 
map’, visiting different locations. Every visit takes 20-30 minutes of game time. You can make 
appointments and visit various places at a specific time. The decisions you make influence the story. 


NEC 


Overview 


Dragon Knight 4 is a sequel to Knights of Xentar. Years have passed after Takeru (a.k.a. Desmond, the 
hero of the previous Dragon Knight games) defeated the ultimate evil. He married his sweetheart 
Luna, and they had a son named Kakeru. This fifteen-year-old boy has one weakness: he likes naked 
female elves. But soon he learns that the evil wizard Lushifon wants to turn all people into stones and 
control the whole world while nobody is able to stop him. Together with the mysterious swordsman 


Eto and many other heroes, Kakeru must perform his ultimate quest and defeat Lushifon and his 
minions. In this tactical role-playing game the player controls nine units in battles, assigned 
according to the class of the character who leads the unit. The opponents also form similar groups, 
and are also divided into classes. Each class has its own range, strengths, and weaknesses. There 
are many characters the players can recruit to the party, and they belong to different classes 
(barbarians, archers, magicians, etc.). 


NEC 


Overview 


Farland Story is the first in the row of successful Japanese strategy RPG games. The main hero of the 
game is a knight named Arc, who is in love with the beautiful priestess Ferio. One day, when Arc and 
his best friend Randia are out of town, a hostile army under the command of a mysterious Black 
Knight invades the town and kidnaps Ferio. Thus begins Arc’s quest to defeat the enemies and to 


rescue his beloved one from their clutches. Farland Story consists entirely of battles (save cut scenes 
and the ability to shop if you are near a town after a battle). During battles, you move Arc and his 
party over the terrain, and attack when there are enemies in range. The party consists of different 
classes - knights attack with swords, archers specialize in long-ranged combat, priestesses heal, 
etc. Every attack leads to a counter-attack, from the enemy's side as well as from yours. You gain 
experience points for every attack, and can level up in the middle of a battle. 
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Overview 


The protagonist of this game is an exchange student who just got transferred to the Shirosagi high 
school. Upon his arrival he witnesses a boy bullying a school girl. Naturally, he comes to her rescue, 
but gets badly beaten by the boy and his friends. To his astonishment, three high school girls arrive 
and defeat the ruffians. The hero learns that those girls belong to an organization called “Matoi- 
Gumi’. Well-trained in martial arts, these girls protect the campus from hooligans and alike. The hero 
decides to join Matoi-Gumi. Maybe he will save enough girls to make one of them grateful and 
become his girlfriend! Fire Woman: Matoi-Gumi is an RPG, though not in the traditional sense. There 
are no supernatural occurrences in the game. Character growth is determined by training, not by 
fighting enough battles to level up. Learning martial arts, playing basketball, participating in 
chemistry class - everything has an effect on the hero's parameters. There are no random battles in 
the game; the fights are story-related and usually occur when the hero attempts to rescue a girl. 
The battles are turn-based, but have a timer for each turn; before the time runs out, the player has 
to input a combination of four moves for the hero (including punches, kicks, etc.). There is also a 
“dating sim" element in the game. "Important" girls can be seen on a special screen called "GPS" 
("Gal Positioning System’). If they are in trouble, they will have sweat on their faces. It is up to the 
player to decide whether to rescue the girl or not. Sometimes it is possible to become friendly with 
the girl through other means, such as participating in a club she likes. Walking the girl home 
increases her affection. By the end of the game, the hero will end up with the girl who likes him most 
and whom he has spent the most time with. The game has a schedule, keeping track of events such 
as holidays, girls’ birthdays, etc., though the actual game is not real-time - a day ends when the 
player decides to have the hero go home, or as a conclusion of a story-related event. 


Overview 


Known as the last game originally released for PC-FX, First Kiss Monogatari has the player assume 
the role of a high school boy (whom the player must name himself), whose parents left town one 
month before his graduation. So during this month, he will live by his parent's friends, the Orikura 
family, which consists of two sisters, Kana and Manami, and their mother, a young and attractive 
widow. Yes, you've guessed it - the hero (and the player) can conquer the hearts of all three, plus a 
dozen more lovely girls that populate the city of Akitsuki - and that is pretty much what the story is 
about. First Kiss Monogatari is what is commonly called a ‘visual novel", with even less interaction 
than a typical Japanese adventure with its menu-based commands. All the player can do here is to 
access locations from the town map, and sometimes choose a dialogue option. The locations with a 
“girl event’ in them are marked with a heart on the map. Depending on the decisions taken by the 
player, the hero will end up with one of the pretty girls. Despite suggestive themes and some mildly 
erotic images, there is no nudity in this game. 


Overview 


This game is a variation on the Angelique story: an ordinary school girl named Angelique becomes 


involved in a struggle to become the Queen of Cosmos, for which it is necessary to befriend the 
handsome and powerful Guardians of the Elements. The game features the same world and 
graphics as Angelique Special, with a slightly different story: Angelique falls asleep outside near a 
tree, and dreams that she fell through a rabbit hole (in an Alice in Wonderland fashion) into the 
magical land where she encounters her eternal rival Rosalia. Unlike other Angelique games, Fushigi 
no Kuni no Angelique plays like a board game, with the kingdom divided into fields on which 
Angelique moves. There are no visible dice, but the amount of fields Angelique can walk on is 
determined randomly by clicking on the "move’ button. Fields can either be empty, placed inside a 
location (like Angelique’s own room), trigger events, conversations, etc. In some places it is possible 
to find items, which can then be used on another field to help Angelique advance more quickly, 
increasing her chances to become the queen. 


Overview 


The third game in the Galaxy Fraulein Yuna series, Kanashimi no Sirene picks up where the last game 
ended. After having successfully saved the Earth, Yuna and her new friend, the ever-hungry female 
android Yuri Cube, return to their normal high school life — or so they think. Because her old enemies 
will do anything to destroy her, including wrongly accusing her of world domination plans. This draws 
the attention of a highly ranked female intelligence officer of the Galaxy Alliance, who operated 
under codename “Sirene” and who pretends to be an exchange student in the Shiraokadai High 
School, while her true goal is to arrest Yuna... Kanashimi no Sirene plays similarly to the other games 
in the series, with the main gameplay consisting of being taken automatically to different screen 
and making dialogue choices. There are also turn-based battles, during which the player has to 
choose the right attacks at the right time to defeat the opponents. There are also a few mini-games 
that appear during the course of the game, such as a quiz show and a slot machine-type game 
with the purpose of getting new clothes for Yuna. There is an extensive “Extras” menu in the game, 
which features character album, graphical sketches, photos of various material connected to the 
series (such as magazines or covers of previous games) etc. 


Overview 


Tekipaki: Working Love FX is essentially an upgraded version of Tekipaki: Working Love for Turbo CD. It 
adds several scenarios to the main game, which play mostly like a Japanese-style adventure - the 
player can choose dialogue options or a location to go to. Those scenarios add more background to 
the personalities of Naomi, Hikaru, and Edalt, the three extra-terrestrial heroines of the game (for 
example, in one of the scenarios Hikaru's Martian cat escapes from the zoo, and it's the player's job 
to find him). The PC-FX version of the game also adds an “omake" option, where it is possible to view 
pictures of the girls. 


Overview 


Following Murder Club, this is another detective story about the fearless private investigator J.B. 
Harold. This time, an unknown woman in a red dress was murdered in Chicago. A female detective 
who began investigating the murder was killed as well, and this time the killer made it look like a 
suicide. J.B. Harold arrives at Chicago and has now to work together with the local police and to 
solve the mystery. Blue Chicago Blues is an interactive movie. Most of the player's time is spent 
watching movie footage (with real actors and scenery). At certain points, the movie freezes, and the 
player is presented with a screen with two or more choices. Each choice advances the clock, so it is 
necessary to plan well in order not to run out of time and to successfully solve the case. 


Overview 


Kishin Doji Zenki FX: Vajura Fight is based on the manga Kishin Doji Zenki by Kikuhide Tani. Once upon 
a time the Japanese priest Enno has fought and defeated the demon lord Zenki. Zenki was sealed for 
centuries in the magical bracelet that the Enno family carried through generations. But now, in 
modern-day Japan, demons called Seeds of Karuma, who worship an ancient evil goddess, began 
to appear on the Earth, bringing death and destruction. Enno’s descendant, a lovely young girl 
named Chiaki, has no choice but to use her bracelet to summon Zenki! But while being sealed, Zenki 
has reverted to the form of a nasty, greedy little boy. Chiaki must evoke the power of bracelet to 
make Zenki fight on her side, and destroy the demons! Vajura Fight is what is commonly called a 
beat-em-up game, similar to games like Final Fight and others. Controlling either Zenki or Chiaki (or 
both in two player mode), the player must typically eliminate a number of enemies on a screen until 
he/she is allowed to proceed. Zenki fights melee-style, while Chiaki uses ranged energy balls; she 
can also summon Zenki with the bracelet power-up to inflict massive damage. Zenki and Chiaki can 
also execute various special attacks, which can be mapped to the controller for quicker access. 
There are many boss fights in the game, some stages consisting of one large-scale boss battle. 


Overview 


Kokuu Hyouryuu Nirgends tells the story of a young man named Dunn Bit, who was just recruited for 
a special military unit called “Windmuhle”. Led by the young and pretty captain Eis Schwarz, this unit 
specializes in unique airplanes that can transform into giant combat robots called "Divers". They 
have recently began operation in the country of Vidar, where enemy activity has been spotted. Dunn 
has to prove himself as a capable pilot and fighter, and perhaps also to make impression on the 
gorgeous captain or other people in his team, most of which are pretty girls. The game is a mixture 
of Japanese-style adventure and airplane combat simulation (with the addition of giant robot 
fights). The adventure parts follow a standard procedure: navigating an overview map of a location, 
and choosing menu commands (“Look’, “Talk”, “Think”, etc. to interact). The combat is a simulation of 
a plane from the pilot's point of view, which includes managing fuel and ammunition, positioning the 
plane, tracking enemies on the radar, customizing plane parts, etc. Transformation into a diver can 
be done at any time during battles, and has its own advantages and disadvantages. 


Overview 


Konpeki No Kantai is based on the anime series Deep Blue Fleet, which, in its turn, is based on the 
novel of the same name by Yoshio Aramaki. The game follows the story of the anime since the first 
episode. It is set in an alternate universe, following a fictional story of a real historical character, 
admiral lsoroku Yamamoto (1884 -1943), the commander of the Japanese fleet during World War Il. 
In reality, he was killed during a plane attack by American forces. However, in the anime (and the 
game) he is miraculously transported on board of the ship Nisshin, shortly after the battle of 
Tsushima, in 1905. Afterwards, he uses his knowledge from the future to make sure that Japan will be 
the most powerful country in the world. The game re-creates the pseudo-historical battles against 
USA during the alternate World War Il, such as depicted in the anime. It is a turn-based strategy 
game with heavy emphasis on naval combat. Controlling the Japanese Deep Blue Fleet, the player 
has the ability to micro-manage every aspect of it, including customizing waships, assigning 
soldiers, and even creating new weapons to be deployed in battles. 


Overview 


When an army of monsters attacked the castle Camelot and forced the Emperor to resign, the whole 
country fell under their rule, and the Emperor's son Radius had to flee. But in his heart, the young 
prince still hopes to reclaim the land that is rightfully his, and to defeat the monstrous conquerors. 
With the aid of his best friend, the wandering monk Nova, and a female fighter Mirion, Radius begins 
his quest. Last Imperial Prince is an action RPG that plays from a side view. Radius and his Al- 
controlled party fight enemies (who appear on set locations) in real time, using melee attacks and 
magic. The party members level up, learn new spells, can equip weapons and armor and buy items 
in stores. 


Overview 


In spite of its Japanese origin, Lunatic Dawn is in fact much more similar to very old-school Western 
RPGs than to its Japanese brethren. It has virtually no story and relies entirely on exploration and 
strategic combat. Set in a medieval world with little to no distinguishing characteristics, “Lunatic 
Dawn‘ throws the player immediately into the game world, which is open for him to explore. The 
player is able to choose the main character's gender, race (human, elf, etc.), class, and even age - 
older characters are more powerful, but have a more limited play time. Indeed, the entire gameplay 
process is timed. Traveling to a remote city or dungeon can take up to several game days. The 
player has to provide sufficient food for his party during this time. Player party consists of pre- 
generated characters, who have different names and belong to different races and classes, but 
have virtually no personality. Food and other supplies can be acquired in towns, through which the 
player moves in a Wizardry-like fashion - viewing locations from first-person perspective and 
selecting menu commands. When the party enters a dungeon, the view switches to isometric. The 
dungeons are large and maze-like, with enemies visible on screen. Upon contact with an enemy, a 
battle initiates. The battles are turn-based but fast-paced, reminding somewhat the Infinity Engine 
battles from Baldur's Gate series. The participants can freely move on the battle field. The player 
directly controls only the main characters, but can assign general commands to the party 
members. 


Overview 


Mahjong Goki Tenjiku is a mahjong tournament between characters from Xi You Ji (“Journey to the 
West’), the classic Chinese novel. The player can choose to play as either of the four “good” 
characters from Xi You Ji: the Buddhist monk Xuan Zang, the famous monkey Sun Wukong, the pig 
Bajie, and Xuan Zang's pupil Wujing. They compete against the variety of Xi You Ji villains. The player 
can choose a location to set a mahjong game in, and adapt most of mahjong rules to his own liking 
in a special menu. 


Overview 


Makeruna! Makend6o Z takes place in the same universe as Makeruna! Makend6, known outside of 
Japan as Kendo Rage. However, unlike the first game (or its sequel), this is a Japanese-style RPG. 
Like the other Makeruna! Makend6o games (the name means Dont lose, magic kendo!), it has 
comedy elements. The story takes place in a high school attended by two sisters, Hikari and Mdi. 
Their cousin Saya just came back to Japan from the USA, where she was sent as an exchange 
student. Due to an unfortunate experiment, the gate to the demon world opens in the school. Using 
their magic kendo powers, the girls have to find portals to the demon world, defeat the demons, and 
restore peace in the school. Makeruna! Makend6o Z plays like a traditional Japanese RPG, with top- 
down navigation and random turn-based battles viewed from first-person perspective. The 
gameplay system is simplified even compared to other Japanese RPGs: game progression is strictly 
linear, and the girls cannot equip anything. They have, however, access to magic spells and various 
kendo techniques. The game features anime-style movies and still shots. Every kendo technique, for 
example, is displayed as a full-screen anime-style picture. 


Overview 


The second game based on the Megami Paradise anime series is not directly related story-wise to 
the first one, and also belongs to a different genre. The game is set in a magical land ruled by 


women, namely the benevolent goddess Mamameggq, with the dark goddess Yamimama constantly 
trying to defeat her and take over. Each goddess is surrounded by “shrine maidens’, all of which are 
young and pretty girls. The game lets the player control any of the eight shrine maidens, four on 
Mamamego's side (Rurubell, Lilith, Stashia, and Juliana), and four on Yamimama's side (Rouge, 
Pastel, Angela, and Maharaja). It is possible to switch between girls on the same side, but not 
between those of the opposing camp. The goal of the game is to gather as many followers as 
possible. The player navigates his favorite shrine maiden through the vast top-down world of 
Megami Paradise, trying to recruit as many people as possible on their side. The girls can talk to 
people using different approaches (sweet, passionate, etc.). They can buy a variety of items to 
increase their parameters and hence their appeal factor to the average citizen. Changing clothes 
also helps sometimes. There are also some battles, which utilize a slot machine system, and other 
mini-games. The game has a night/day cycle (much faster than real time); some places will be 
open only during the day or vice versa. The goal has to be achieved within a year of game time. 


Overview 


A scientist has been conducting an experiment that went wrong... very wrong. An explosion shattered 
the house. Afterwards, a cute little toy named Michael opened his eyes... to find out that he is, indeed, 
alive. He can think, talk, and walk now. The first decision he makes is to check on the three lovely 
daughters of the scientists: Hikari, Nozomi, and Tsubasa. To his (and their) astonishment, the failed 
experiment made all the three girls tiny! Now Michael and the girls have to find the crazy Dad and 
somehow revert everything back to normal. Minimum Nanonic is a traditional Japanese adventure, 
with the story either unfolding automatically, or triggered by selecting verbs from the menu (“Look’, 
"Think", etc.). There are no wrong choices, and it is impossible to die in the game. If Michael makes a 
wrong decision, he will simply refuse to do what he chose, and the player will have to try another 
option. 


Overview 


In the world of Miraculum, there lived a powerful king named Siegwald. But his power was not 


enough for him, and he revived an ancient demon who had been sealed in a statue. But instead of 
granting him his power, the demon consumed the king's soul and possessed his body. He then 
swore to destroy humanity once and for all. After several years, the fake Siegwald led his armies to 
conquer lands and expand his empire. At that time, a warrior named Jay arrived at the port city of 
Heles. Now he must find loyal allies and eventually stop the Emperor's evil plans. Miraculum: The Last 
Revelation plays like a traditional Japanese-style RPG, with a world map, towns and dungeons to 
visit, and enemies to defeat in random turn-based battles. The setting is mostly medieval fantasy, 
but there are sci-fi elements as well. The player's party can use a variety of moves in battles, and it is 
also possible to set the characters on Al mode, only assigning them general strategies. Graphically 
the game resembles typical 16-bit Japanese RPGs, but it has some anime-style movies, CD audio 
music, and voice-overs for important conversations. 
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Overview 


N-nyuu was released as part of a programming book dedicated to the PC-FXGA. It is the second and 


final PC-FXGA game released commercially on CD. It makes full use of the HuC6273 3D chip 
(Aurora). 


Overview 


OjOsama Sosam6d is based on the anime series Debutants Detective Corps, which tells the story of a 
group of young girls, led by the wealthy Ayanokouji sisters, which have received a threatening letter 
and decide to work as detectives to find out who has sent it. However, the game doesn't follow this 
story and instead puts the player into the shoes of a nameless male thief, whose goal is to outsmart 
the girls and to steal valuables successfully! This is an adventure/puzzle game. The player navigates 
the thief through isometric locations. Each location typically contains dangerous spots that would 
deplete the thief HP, and puzzles to solve, for example complex mazes with one-way-tiles. If the 
girls are close, the thief will hear a warning voice. Once a girl appears, it is possible to fight her in 
turn-based combat, but that requires weapons or other items, which should be found and which are 
not always readily accessible. If the hero's HP reaches zero, he is caught by the girls and put in 
prison. 
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Overview 


Pachio-kun FX is a pachinko game. The popular pachinko mascot Pachio-kun, who looks like a 
pachinko ball with legs, is setting up a pachinko tournament on the Ghost Island. The player can 
choose to control one of the several available characters; even though the choice doesnt affect the 
gameplay, choosing different characters leads to different anime FMVs displayed during pachinko 
moves. The goal is to defeat the 7 pachinko masters, who can be met and challenged to a battle at 
different locations on the island. The battles involve not only using your own pachinko machine, but 
also freezing the ball the opponent is currently playing for an amount of time. This can be done by 
playing alone in various pachinko parlors and gathering balls and special points. 


Overview 


PCE Fan Special CD-Rom Vol. 2 is a Miscellaneous game, developed by NEC and published by 
Tokuma Shoten, which was released in Japan in 1996. PC Engine Fan: Special CD-ROM Vol. 2 
contained demos of Kokuu Hyouryuu Nirgends and Blue Breaker, as well as a Game Database. 
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Overview 


PCE Fan Special CD-Rom Vol. 3 is a Miscellaneous game, developed by NEC and published by 
Tokuma Shoten, which was released in Japan in 1996. PC Engine Fan: Special CD-ROM Vol. 3 
contained a demo of Super God Trooper Zeroigar. 


Overview 


In Pia Carrot e YOkoso!!, the player controls Yusuke Kinoshita, a 18-year-old male Japanese high- 
school student. He intends to have a cool summer vacation, but realizes he has no money. Having 
no choice, he takes a job in his father's restaurant, “Pia Carrot’. Thus begins an adventure much more 
exciting than the summer vacation he has dreamed about: he gets to know many beautiful girls in 
the restaurant, and has to decide which one is the love of his life... The game is a true dating 
simulation, with the gameplay focusing on making schedules and choosing activities for the 
protagonist. In the beginning of each day, the player typically choose an action before it's time to go 
to work. These actions range from giving a call to any of the girls the hero meets during the game, 
going to different locations, simply resting, etc. While at work, the player should make a schedule for 
Yusuke, sending him to work in different places (kitchen, basement, counter, etc.). After work, it's time 
to choose which girl to talk to. There are also many events that prompt the player to choose an 
action or a conversation option. All these actions influence Yusuke's statistics, ultimately making him 
more (or less) attractive to the various girls he meets on his path. Depending on the way the player 
shapes and schedules the activities of the main character, he will follow one of the many different 
narratives, meet different people, and eventually - if the player is persistent enough - win the heart 
of the girl he loves. The computer and the PC-FX versions feature scenes with explicit nudity and 
sexual situations. 


Overview 


In the 25th century, mankind has colonized all known space. Earth became somewhat of an Empire, 
ruling over all the colonies, the Terran government known for its ruthless methods. Finally, the planet 
Omni could not bear the tyranny of Earth any longer. The military of the planet assembled an all- 
female special giant robot combat unit called "Power Dolls” (“dolls” standing for Detachment Of 
Limited Line Service), led by the lovely and athletic Hardy Newland. The battle for freedom begins! 
Like other installments in the series, Power Dolls FX is a tactical turn-based strategy game. The player 
can customize the robots, replacing and upgrading their weapons, etc. Navigating the six robots on 
a top-down battle map, the player can attack enemies when they are in weapon range. Enemy units 
include other giant robots, tanks, ships, etc. There are two modes in the game: story mode and 
scenario mode. The story mode has the battles evolve in a linear fashion, with cut scenes between 
missions. In the scenario mode, the player is free to play any of the story mode scenarios in any 
order. 


PCOFX 


Overview 


Return to Zork is a first-person adventure game using live actors and video sequences. The game is 
similar to Myst in interface; the player is also able to rotate the viewpoint to discover new areas and 
uncover items that can be used or picked up. Various characters will be met along the way and 
spoken to via a system of dialog choices. The game allows the player to experiment with items in 
various ways, including discharging them; however, this often leads to "dead ends’, rendering it 
impossible to complete the game. 


Overview 


Rururi Ra Rura is a platformer/puzzle game. The player has to find the right way through the vast, 
maze-like world, using different characters to overcome various obstacles. For example, Axid can 
use his sword to cut wood or ropes, Reinas uses fire magic to melt ice, etc. As the game progresses, 
more and more characters will join, each with unique abilities needed to advance, including a frog 
with long-range jump and a liquid character who can squeeze himself though cracks. Every location 
has at least one camp, where the player can switch characters. The large locations have multiple 
exits, and it is often necessary to return to a location with different characters to unlock new areas or 
an exit to a new location. There are various enemies in the game, who can be defeated by using 
physical attacks or character-specific magic. Boss battles are take place on separate screens. 
There are also plenty of stat-rising and healing items scattered around. 


Overview 


SameGameFX was packed-in with every version of the PC-FXGA boards except obviously FX-98IF 
which is just a regular PC-FX slapped onto a PC-98 expansion board. SameGameFx is played on a 
rectangular field, typically initially filled with four or five kinds of blocks placed at random. By 
selecting a group of adjoining blocks of the same color, a player may remove them from the screen. 
Blocks that are no longer supported will fall down, and a column without any blocks will be trimmed 
away by other columns always sliding to one side (often the left). The goal of the game is to remove 
as many blocks from the playing field as possible. 


Overview 


Shanghai - Banri no Choujou is a mahjong-based arcade video game. Released for various console 
systems in Japan. Banri no Choujou means “The Great Wall”. The game is known in the US as 
“Shanghai: Triple-Threat’, which was released by Activision for the 3D0 and Sega Saturn. Another 
version of the ancient game of Mah-Jong. The player is presented with an arrangement of tiles, lined 
up together and stacked, with either 2 or 4 of each of an array of patterns. These must be removed 
by matching pairs, but only tiles which are visible and have a space to the left or right can be 
removed. This release in the Activision's Shanghai series includes three games along with the Classic 
Shanghai. In The Great Wall, the tiles are stacked vertically, and fall when lower tiles are removed, a 
IG Tetris. In Beijing, gaps are created to slide groups of tiles along. The Golden Tile sees two players 
attempt to clear a set layout at once. The Triple-theme continues with three game modes: Solitaire, 
2-player “Pandamonium’, and Arcade. Three themed tile sets complete the ‘Triple Threat’. 


Overview 


Sotsugyou Il FX: Neo Generation is a Strategy game, developed by Riverhillsoft and published by NEC 


Interchannel, which was released in Japan in 1994. 


Overview 


A spin-off in the Sotsugy6/Graduation series, this game is just what its title implies: graduation with 
real people. Instead of anime-style portraits of school girls, there are pictures (and a few full motion 
videos) of real Japanese young women. Gameplay follows the same formula as the other 
graduation games: as a high school teacher, the player's task is to successfully lead five high school 
girls to their graduation. Most of the activities consist of making schedules, organizing classes, and 
giving assignments to the girls. It is necessary to know the strength and the weaknesses of each girl, 
in order to choose correct activities. The teacher supervises not only everything the girls do in the 
school, but also some of their activities during leisure time, including making plans for the holidays. 


Overview 


Long time ago, there was a happy country called the Eternal Feather Kingdom. Protected by 
benevolent deities, it flourished until a disaster came: a demon destroyed the kingdom, and it 
disappeared off the face of the earth. But a few chosen ones, called "Feathers", continued to keep 
sacred gemstones, which allowed them to use unique powers in the fight against the demonic army. 
Each Feather protects a gem, and the protector of the Ruby gem is the protagonist of the game - an 
ordinary high school boy from our modern world who at first wants nothing to do with ancient 
prophecies and heroic deeds. But as he receives new power from the leader of the Feathers, he 
understands that his destiny is to fight evil, and perhaps restore Eternal Feather to its former glory. 
Sparkling Feather is a turn-based strategy game with slight RPG and “dating sim" elements. Large- 
scale battles of the Feathers against demons take place on isometric battle fields. The heroes move 
on the battle field, attack with weapons when an enemy is in range, and use offensive and healing 
magic. The party levels up automatically after having won a battle. Between battles, the player can 
play a roulette-type game, which may allow him to have a date with one of the Feathers (female 
and male!). During the date the player can choose conversation topics, and depending on his 
choices the parameters of the companions can increase or decrease. 


DELUXEMEE 


Overview 


Super PCE Fan Deluxe Special CD-Rom Vol. 1 is a Miscellaneous game, developed by NEC and 
published by Tokuma Shoten, which was released in Japan in 1997. Super PC Engine Fan Deluxe 
Special CD-ROM Vol.1 contains demos for Angelique Special 2, Yuna FX, Nirgends and Fire Woman 


DEI MUXE 


Overview 


Super PCE Fan Deluxe Special CD-Rom Vol. 2 is a Miscellaneous game, developed by NEC and 
published by Tokuma Shoten, which was released in Japan in 1997. Super PC Engine Fan Deluxe 
Special CD-ROM Vol.2 contains demos for Comic Road, Tonari no Princess Rolfee!, Zoku Hatsukoi 
Monogatari and Last Imperial Prince. 


Overview 


Super Power League FX allows the player to participate in the most prestigious Japanese baseball 
league, Nippon Professional Baseball. The player can choose to lead one of the 12 official NPB teams 
to the title in the championship mode, or simply play separate matches against any team in single 
match mode. There is also a training mode and a possibility to create own teams, recruit players, 
and have them take part in the championship. 


Overview 


Super Real Mahjong PV is the fifth installment in the strip mahjong series. There is no background 
story in the game; the player is merely introduced to three high school girls - Mizuki, Aya, and Akira - 
who challenge him to the game of mahjong. The main mahjong mode is that of the one-on-one 
variety; after each successfully completed round the girl removes a part of her clothing. The 
computer versions of the game contain scenes with nudity; among the console versions, the PC-FX 
one is the only one that similarly lacks censorship. Some of the versions have secondary gameplay 
modes, such as a team mode in which the player controls three girls and plays mahjong against 
three others. 


Overview 


The events of the game are set in the future. The Galactic Police discovers that a scientist named 
Cronus has conducted genetic experiments on human beings. The police chief rescues three little 
girls, each one of whom bears the traces of these experiments. Fast-forward fifteen years: the three 
young women - Saki, Lilis, and Ariel - now work for the Galactic Police, determined to find out the 
truth about their origins and the nature of experiments. They are sent on three dangerous missions - 
missions they might not survive... Team Innocent: The Point of No Return is an adventure game with 
action elements. The game consists of three missions. The player controls Saki most of the time, but 
other girls temporarily become available as playable characters as well. The heroine must explore a 
large location, collecting items and solving a few puzzles on the way. The young women can also 
find and equip various weapons, from pistols to axes. The player can choose one of the four action 
modes: punching, kicking, shooting, and (in specific instances only) jumping. The girls are navigated 
from third-person perspective on pre-rendered backgrounds with constantly changing camera 
angles, similarly to Alone in the Dark games, except for the protagonists being sprites and not 3D 
models. The game has a few anime-style cutscenes and voice-overs for dialogues. 


Overview 


Tenchi Muy6! Ry6-6ki FX includes Tenchi Muy6! Ry6-dki with slightly better graphics (full-screen 
pictures instead of framed ones), and a whole new chapter, which is dedicated to officers of the 
Galaxy Police. The new chapter centers around the green-haired Hakua, who works for Mihoshi 
Kuramitsu, one of the game's main characters, and Detective Kiyone Makibi, Mihoshi's ex-partner. 


Overview 


The ancient demon Yomi is about to be revived once again, and warriors all over the land of Jipang 
have gathered to stop him. But only the strongest of them can fight Yomi, after he has defeated all 
the others - because this story is but an excuse for fights between familiar characters from Tengai 
Maky6o universe! This fighting game uses the same system as the previously released Battle Heat: 
each and every move of the characters is displayed as an anime-style movie. The player presses 
appropriate buttons for offensive and defensive moves (also controlling the power of the move), 
after which an anime sequence is shown. In both versus mode (against a computer opponent and 
two-players mode), it is possible to play as some of the most remarkable Tengai Maky6 heroes 
(Ziria, Manjimaru, Kabuki, and others), as well as some of the villains - like the recurrent stupid 
monkey Mantou. 


Overview 


Tokimeki Card Paradise includes four card games: Poker, Blackjack, Speed, and the Japanese card 
game Papanuki. Each of those games can be played against one or more pretty young female 
opponents. The girls take their clothes off whenever they lose a turn, until they disrobe completely if 
they lose the whole game. In a true PC-FX fashion, every undressing move is presented as an 
anime-style movie. 


Overview 


Tonari no Princess Rolfee is a Japanese-style adventure game with some mild simulation elements 
(Rolfee has parameters that can increase or decrease, depending on the player's actions). Most of 
the interaction consists of choosing which location to go to (through a menu command). A 
somewhat unusual feature of the game are its random events. Going to a certain location will 
trigger random appearances of characters, so there are no clear and secure ways to make certain 
events happen. Triggering different events leads to different consequences in the story and different 
endings. 


Overview 


Voice Paradise plays, for the most part, like an adventure game with an internal schedule. A visit to 
every locations costs one game day, and the hero has only 30 days to find the voice actress. The 
locations include TV studio, CD shop, and other locations that have anything to do with anime and 
voice acting. The game contains plenty of material about Japanese voice actresses, so it can be 
described as educational. In order to successfully locate the actress, it is necessary to gather as 
much information as possible and take part in quiz that would narrow down the search and bring 
the hero nearer to the goal. 


Overview 


Little Cats is somewhat similar to Sakura Taisen games, with adventure and dating elements 
reduced, and simulation elements added. David has to make schedules for the girls and decide how 
much and what exactly they should train. Running competitions, shooting range, robot navigation - 
everything can be trained, but at the expense of the girls stamina, which means they will need to 
rest as well. During the simulation mode, it is also possible to wander around the space station and 
spend time with the girls. The strategy part consists of navigating the robots over a battle field in 
turn-based fashion. The robots have a wide range of attacks, and it is possible to change their 
weapons and use items in combat. Once the robots attack each other, an automatic attack 
sequence is shown. 


Overview 


Queen of Queens is a wrestling game featuring licensed stars from All Japan Women's Pro-Wrestling 
League, such as Aja Kong, Akira Hokuto, and others. The game follows the system introduced in 
Battle Heat: every move is shown as a full-motion video sequence. Unlike “Battle Heat", there are no 
graphics in “Queen of Queens’, but videos of real wrestlers. There are two modes in the game: league 
or free battle. The league mode is an All Japan Women's Pro-Wrestling championship that follows 
the rules of the league. It is possible to play against the computer or in two-player mode. 


Overview 


Zoku Hatsukoi Monogatari: Shugaku Ryok6 is a mixture of adventure and “love simulation’ - more 
specifically, first love. The player takes the role of a male student and can choose any time period 
between ground school to college. Every time period has four different girls that the hero can fall in 
love with. The player must choose one of those girls as the main love object. The setting is the same 
in every time period: the class goes on vacation to different places in Japan. Most of the game 
consists of traveling from place to place, trying to be at the right place the right time and make the 
right decision. The player must assemble a schedule for each location. It is possible to manage the 
player character's finances, as well as buy items that can be given to the girls. 
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Anime-style characters will 
play a big part in the FX's 
diet. This adventure features 


Who is it? 
This man started 
programming in the 


late "70s. He went on to 
produce two of the 
most inspired blasters 


spaceship (no title yet), with varied viewpoints and a cast of three nubile anime girls | ever to grace an arcade: 


| NEC have a number of games in progress for the FX. This one's an adventure set on a 


Defender and Robotron. 


Final Edge Magazine 
screenshot 


The camera positioning is the most noticeable difference, but there are a lot of smaller changes 
as well: 
*The floor's hexagon pattern was updated to a tread plate pattern. 


*The solid black line that appears with the yellow marks on the floor was changed to have each 
mark with its own black outline. 


°A lightning bolt logo was added to the side of the generator-lookin' things. 
*The generator on the left had its corner panel changed from yellow to green. 
*The monitor displays in the background may have been changed from solid green to black with 


You may also think the weird bronze orb was removed, but it's just no longer visible 


in the new fixed camera angle. Another camera view in the final game shows those 
components are still there. However, the metal indentation around it appears to 
have been simplified. 


TV Segment 


If you're unfamiliar with this room from the final game, the power generator-looking 
things are spread out enough that they create another path between them that 
the player can walk through. 


¢ The color of the wall was changed from a blue-ish green to a more standard 
silver-ish metal color. 


¢ Looking at the metal tube components on top of the generators, this camera 
may have been located on the other side of the room, though it's hard to tell 
with the overall uniformity of the room layout. 


The final release also has an inconsistency that seems to be a carryover from the 
rooms previous design. The yellow markings on the floor we discussed before still 


have the solid black line connecting all of them instead of the individually outlined 
Final Final Edge Magazine marks. 
Side View Front View Screenshot 


Airlock Room 


This room seems largely unchanged, with the big difference being the camera 


perspective. 


Final TV Segment 
Storage Containers 


In the video of the pre-release build, two fixed camera angles appear on opposite 
ends of the airlock room. While this build could have more angles, functionally, only 
these two would be needed to view all the points of interest. 


In the final version, this room has three fixed camera angles. Instead of shoving all 
the points of interest in two views, each view focuses on one: The storage 
containers, the blue door, and the purple door. 


TV Segment 


Lounge / Space View Deck 


Aside from a slight change in the camera angle, the only real difference in this 


room is that a loose sweater was added to the floor. 


Final TV Segment 


im not familiar enough with the story to say if this was added as a lore-building 
device. However, out-of-place objects like these are also used to signify an item 
that can be picked from them. That is also the case here. 
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Final TV Segment 
° July 1994 version It is still possible to draw a parallel between the version 
Showcased in July 1994. It is practically unchanged, but we can 
"Controlling the character in notice that there Is no chair tip in the lower right corner of the 
the middle, we are exploring version shown in the 'TV segment.' We have a few possibilities: 
the inside of the spaceship." 1) the chair had not yet been placed in the game, 2) the chair 


was in another location and was later moved to appear in the 
initial field of vision, or 3) the third option is simply that the 
chair is there, but the image shown in July 1994 did not 
capture the entire screen of the game, thus omitting the chair 


e All credits: ko-fi/ 
pc-fx fan club 
acess 


https://ko-fi.com/pc 


fxfanclub 
for more info. 


° Magazine version ¢ Final version 


¢ Adding here as well in the cafeteria area on the 4th floor of level 1. I’m showing the comparison 
between the version presented on page 6 of the magazine about the PC-FX and how it turned out in 
the final version. It is practically unchanged, except for the floor color, which changed from blue/cyan 
to © . However, it can also be noticed that the character colors are distinct; I’m not sure if they 
were actually altered from the beta to the final version, or if there was some change in quality during 
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° Magazine version ¢ Final version 


Once again, a comparison between the initial part of the 
Ship on level 2 as shown in the magazine and how it is 
now... here it remains practically unchanged. 
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° Magazine version ¢ Final version 


a comparison between the initial part of the ship on 
level 1. Once again, it mav not be anvthino 
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* Japanese video version ° Final version 


These two images are a comparison between the current version and the Japanese video about the 
PC-FX console, which was yet to be released. Apparently, the most striking difference, or maybe the 
only difference, is the blue card, which is not visible in the gameplay shown by them. (And no... the 
blue card has not been picked up yet; moments later, the Japanese in the video do pick up the card, 
even though it’s not apparent... something that, if | remember correctly, is common in the game; 

many times we don’t see the object itself, but we pick up the item by exploring all the points...) But 
to summarize, this is the difference: the "absence" of the blue card. If needed, | will be providing all 
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° "a role-playing game (rpg) that still doesn't have a name (we are still in June 
O00 / 1 


° As seen in the statement above, it is possible to notice that by this date the game Team 
Innocent: The Point of No Return, which still didn’t have a name, was being promised for 
release in the first batch of games for the PC-FX, along with Battle Heat and others that 
never ended up being released, such as Street Fight and FX Fighter, for example... 
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¢ Old version e Final version 


There is also this image that was made available around that time; 
the game still didn’t have a name, and | can even guarantee that this 
is an older version. The camera angle shown is no longer present in 
the final version. | made a side-by-side comparison of the two 
versions. We can see not only the change in camera angle but also 
the color of the door, which previously appeared to be metallic with 
an orange detail, unlike the final version, which is red with a beige 
prism in the center. Of course, this is considering that it is the same 
place, the cafeteria on level 1 on the 4th floor. However, everything 


¢ Final version 


| even considered the possibility that the adjacent side lights were removed; 
however, there is only one angle in the final version where it is possible to see 
that they are still present, but it appears to be equivalent to the same diagonal 
axis, Just negative in relation to the image shown in the old version. Another 
noticeable detail is the circles located on all the tables in the cafeteria in the 
final version, which, it seems, are not present in the older version... I’m not 
ciire if thev are nlates or even ashtravs. hut thev are missing. 


* | alSo believe that in the final 
version it could be both options | 
mentioned... ashtrays and plates... 
after all, it is a cafeteria, and it’s 
possible to find tobacco on one of 
the tables... with that in mind, the 
gray circles are likely plates, and 
the darker gray ones are ashtrays... 
at least that's what | think. What 
really matters is that I’m not sure if 
this tobacco could be found in the 
older version in the same location or 
if it was just a later idea. There is 
also in the older version a beam of 
light intersecting one of the parallel 
pillars... I’m not sure if it’s just 
lighting or a bug. 


* Old version 


¢ Other details | noticed include the fact that there is a tiny 

point of light located above the orange metallic door, as well 
as what seems to be a blue item standing out on one of the 
chairs... | initially thought it was just the color of the accent, 
which ts kind of bluish, like all the others. However, the blue 
IS much shinier, and compared to the blue of the other chair, 
which is much more muted, | believe it is an item... Could it 
be tobacco... or some other item? Just the accent... Who 


* Old version * Magazine version * Final version 


¢The color of the floor is also visibly different, as | 
mentioned earlier. It leans more toward a cyan- 
blue... compared to the version shown previously in 
the magazine version, the floor color appears darker, 
possibly due to the overall environment being darker 
in the older version, which gives that impression. 
However, the magazine version already has the 
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In the July 1994 issue of PC Engine FAN magazine, we have 
not only the reveal of the PC-FX but also some samples of 
the games, with Team Innocent being one of them... (It's 
worth noting that in June, the game still didn't have a 
name, meaning it was still in the early stages of 
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. ° Old version . . ° Final version . 
By placing two images side by side from the July 1994 version and the December 1994 version (i.e., the 


final version), | notice that the location that resembles the most is Level 1, more specifically in the 
hallway on the 3rd floor. There aren’t many apparent differences, but it is possible to see that the lights 
had a kind of black support that was removed in the final version. Additionally, the field of view from the 
camera angle was reduced, or the objects were translated. In any case, in the final version, only the 
ends of the two black objects remain, while in the initial version, they can be seen in full. The 
alternating patterns of gray and blue tiles were likely already present in the initial version. Despite the 
darkness of this version (which gives the game a more somber atmosphere), it is possible to see some 


PC Engine Fan - September 1994 


* Old version 


Here we can see an image of the 
cafeteria from a different angle, featured 
in the September 1994 magazine, which 
IS practically equivalent to the version 


shown earlier, but from another 
narcnactiva And idk what nrangnea thing 


* Magazine version 


'' @ Inside the 
elevator. Instead of a 
side view, it will be a 
screen seen from 
above. "' 
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PC Engine Fan - September 1994 


* Old version * Final version 
Here we can observe some details. The first is that this is a specific elevator, more specifically, the first 
elevator we take from B1F to 1F (and vice-versa). In Level 1, there are also other elevators on the same 
level, but one of them has a distinctly colored and detailed floor, while another, despite having the 
same floor as the old version, tilts to the right. | can’t recall if other levels have similar elevators, but 
everything suggests I’m correct on this point. 
Another important detail to highlight is that Saki (the protagonist) is rotated 180 degrees, which, as far 
as | know, never happens in elevators since characters always face the elevator door when they enter, 
not the opposite... Could this mean it was once possible to move while waiting in the elevator? Who 
Knows... 
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Punch: 
"Make a big motion and swing your arm with force. It resembles the gesture of throwing an object." 


Gun: 
“Draw the gun from the holster and lower your arm from above your head to aim the gun." 


* Old version 


Upon closer examination of these images, 
we realize that this is the 1f. However, this 
angle encompasses both the red lockers on 
the left and the metal door with orange 
detailing . This angle did not make it into 
the final version. 


* Final version 
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¢"Explore buildings such as spaceships and solve the 
mystery while unraveling the case." 


TV VX MAMMLEN!) fe 


“The inserted visuals are of high 
quality. They are finished to the 
level of a TV anime." 
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“When you move the character to the back of the screen, It 
instantly switches to the screen on the opposite side of the pillar." 
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* Old version | 
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* Final version 


"It will surely be 


software that 
Showcases the 
amazing video 
playback capabilities 
of the PC-FX and its 
full color support with 


PC Engine Fan - October 1994 


¢Here we already have an image of the game that is 
more similar to the final version from October 1994. 
Honestly, | don’t see any differences except for one 
question: whether that red button in the upper corner of 
the final version is actually red, as it appears more blue 
in the October version. Unfortunately, the quality 
doesn't help much in | deciphering this, but overall, there 
are no Signi: | 


* Old version * Final version 
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‘A science fiction adventure featuring three 
girls as protagonists. This game is still in the 
Stage of having just four images created as 
Initial concepts. The only elements that 
have been decided so far are that there are 
three girlS aS protagonists and that itis a 
science fiction adventure set in space. At 
—B8 POCOIYYYO YIL first glance, it feels like a mix of ‘Sol Bianca’ 
ePpyn, & "IIS, EELT and ‘Cobra’ from the PC Engine, divided by 
OTEISELRUE, SKOBHO two. We will have to wait for the 


ce ARMADA , development to progress, as the game 
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bl <3 ——t. To content is still not visible. "' 
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e" It’s a science fiction ar nari with three girls as 
protagonists, and since it is still in the conceptual 
Stage, the game content is not yet clear. "' 
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°A beautiful girl adventure set in space 
-Team Innocent 

¢Manufacturer name: To be determined 
«Release date: To be determined 

¢ Planned price: To be determined 


We can see here that 
In July 1994 the game 
was still in 
development, and 
there were no details 
yet regarding the 
release date, price, 
etc. 
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TEAM INNOCENT 

@ Developer: Hudson 

Genre: Adventure 

@ Continuation feature: Backup memory 
@ Development status: 70% (as of August 
5) 


"An adventure game that utilizes the PC-FX's capability to 
display 16.77 million colors, featuring beautiful CG 
backgrounds. Additionally, one of its highlights is that the 
characters are drawn in cel animation, and it is filled with 
animated scenes. It is still not playable at this time. 
However, the voice actors have already been confirmed, 
and development is progressing smoothly. The development 
status jumped from 40% last month to 70% now." 


TEAM INNOCENT 
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AEOBHSRPBESOKEFA 
CRAZE, CECFBAED 
57—-LABSRER. PKX 
YF —-ORBERE<CSHHK 
YATLE, WbP=A—Yavy 
DEVAPIABANA 1 BE. 
Massive information obtained regarding the game overview!! 

TEAM INNOCENT 

FX-CD 

PC-FX 

Manufacturer: TBD 

Release Date: TBD 

Estimated Price: TBD 

Genre: Simulation 

Continuity Features: Backup Memory 

Others: TBD 

Development Status: 40% (as of July 19) 

Based on a video and materials filled with numerous screenshots, we thoroughly analyze the game conte 
from various angles. It features a system that greatly exceeds the concept of adventure, along with 
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"Special Report 

An emergency report on the newly 
announced hardware 

The rumored development code 
‘EX! 

Delving into the details of the next- 
generation console 

The long-rumored NEC-made 32-bit 
next-generation machine, 
development code 'FX', has finally 
revealed its true form!? What new 
facts have been uncovered through 
an in-depth investigation by NEC 
Home Electronics! ?" 


"NEC's new hardware has suddenly emerged, according to the newspaper announcement. @ The CPU 
IS a 32-bit RISC. 


Following Nintendo, Sega, and Sony, NEC has finally anounced the release of a new 'next-generation' 
machine, planned for late '94. This announcement, published in the November 1, 1993 issue of the 
‘Nihon Keizai Shimbun,' confirms that NEC will officially join the 'next-generation console competition. 
Whether this next-generation machine (development code 'FX') can be called the successor to the PC 
Engine remains uncertain, but what will it actually be like? 


¢Key points clarified in the newspaper announcement: 


In summary, the announcement states that "NEC will release a 32-bit home game machine by the end 
of '94, utilizing a Hudson-made video processing chipset that can directly incorporate video and live- 
action images into games." Unfortunately, the article did not provide details on the specifications (the 
table on the right summarizes the key points from the news report). 


The first key point is that it adopts a 32-bit RISC CPU. This RISC CPU is commonly used in large general- 
purpose machines such as workstations and is designed with high-speed data processing in mind. 


The second point is the adoption of Hudson's video processing chip, which is believed to refer to the 
previously reported 'Tetsujin.' Is that Tetsujin chip being used in the new hardware? 


The third point is the ability to incorporate live-action footage and animation into games. While it's not 
uncommon to integrate live-action or animation, if it involves full color and full animation, that's a 
different story. 


The release is planned for the end of '94, with the price still undecided, but this timing coincides with 
Sega's 'Saturn' and other consoles. An announcement for Nintendo's 64-bit machine is also expected 


soon. It truly is the next-generation console war. HMRBiSONECOMN KBE 
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°'' The concept for the new hardware began with the 
announcement of "Tetsujin"! 
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"The most noteworthy point in the newspaper announcement is the mention 
of "the adoption of a Hudson-made chipset for video processing." This 
chipset refers to "Tezujin," which is the development code name for the 
HuC62 series chipset announced by Hudson in May '92. It consists of five 
chips developed for personal use of high-quality digital video. Some of these 
chips have been incorporated into the new next-generation system made by 


NEC. " 


the time, was developed with the 


FESO Vis EH OVATLSA. UPILATYIN theme of "low cost, high 
6S Bee - SAG, =>-Vic. HEtRTRTSClLiSAGICCe functionality, and practicality," 
FILFRMFAPIMLEVAF §=6—remKkstONDMSAZL. aiming for a multimedia-compatible 


digital video system. Its processing 
capabilities allowed for various 
applications beyond gaming, 
including using video to recreate 
product movements for 
presentations and examples like 
video telephony. More details are 
provided below for reference. 
! These examples illustrate how 
2 TELL. Oh eo ce S8eo—.-= committed this system was to 
"NaOWeESTSH. LIBirc S1tnas tony | displaying realistic digital video. 
This is the chipset known as HuC62 
(development code: Tetsujin). "' 


°'' The six directions of "Tetsujin" are as follows: 
*High-Performance Game Machine 


*The first and most feasible option mentioned is a high-performance game 
machine. It seems that this has finally been realized. Regardless, details 
like release timing and pricing are likely on everyone's mind. 


* Digital Video Education System 


*The second direction Is a digital video education system. Addressing the 
reality that schools cannot afford to purchase expensive computers in 
bulk, this system aims to be offered at an accessible price. It focuses on 
enhancing the clarity of educational content for students through video. 


* Digital Video Presentation 


*The third example is a digital video presentation system. For instance, 
when trying to Sell cars, it’s impractical to test durability with real 
vehicles, so video is used to simulate the experience. 


*Portable Digital Video Catalog 


*This concept is based on the premise of portability, allowing storage on 
optical or magneto-optical disks for easy transport. It aims to enhance 
sales presentations by showing actual videos of products during visits. 


*Video Telephony System 
Simply put, this is a video phone system. It enables users to see the face 
of the person they are talking to through digital video. At the time of the 


announcement, it was noted that they were continuing to develop an 
encoder to convert real images into digital signals. 


* Digital Video Database 


* Finally, the last example is a "digital video database." Specifically, it refers 
to instructional videos, explaining changes in three-dimensional objects in 
a clear and understandable manner. "' 
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Machines, Part 3!! Details of the PC-FX 
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¢Thank you to everyone who enjoys this book. 
however, it continues to produce a 2nd 
edition with all the other information that 
was missing here. we have almost 2000 
pages and for practical reasons | will be 
creating a part 2. thank you!!! 
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